
Leslie Thomas is one of the most
involved members of the 500,000
member Haitian community in the
New York area. He is part-owner of
Le Krik Krak restaurant on
Amsterdam Ave., is an editor at the
Haitian Times and is a radio presen-
ter on Radio France International,
where he hosts a Wednesday evening
show about Haiti. Like many
Haitian-Americans, Thomas devotes
a large portion of his time and
money to the island, supports
Haitian artists and funds humanitari-
an programs there.  However, he
would prefer Haiti to find its way out
of misery without any international
assistance.

----------------------------

Q: Why does Prime Minister
Latortue want to delay the Haitian
presidential election [the election,
currently scheduled for December.
has already been delayed twice]?
A: Well, there are many reasons for
it. First, Haiti is a very dangerous
place right now. The U.N. estimates
that more than 300,000 guns are in
the hands of unofficial militias.
They want Aristide to come back,
but he doesn’t [want to]. He is a
friend of mine and told me he does-
n’t. Today, he lives in South Africa
with his family and he will not go

back to Haiti until the United States
has a new president. The problem is
that the militias do not want the
election to take place, because they
consider that Aristide is still the
legitimate President. So Latortue
thinks that it is better to wait a little
bit for fear of intimidation during
election day. There have been many
arrests already, and with time the sit-
uation will become more favorable
for the election. Also, except for one
or two, the candidates are not very
well-known right now. Alexandre
[the interim president] and Latortue
think they should have a little more
than two months to elaborate their
programs and campaign.

Q: Is there a favorite already?
A: It is difficult to see things clearly
right now. But there is obviously
René Préval, who was president
after Aristide’s first term. He is a
very good man, but a little too close
to Aristide, although he says the
contrary. Also, the Parti de l’Union
Nationale [PUN] has announced
that Jean-Claude Duvalier will be its
candidate.

Q: You mean the former dictator?
A: Yes. 

Even in the West Village—New
York’s most aesthetically curious
neighborhood—the curly-cued tur-
rets, whimsical ornaments and soaring
clock tower of the Jefferson Market
Library are impossible to miss. 

Wedged in a triangular plot framed
by Sixth Ave., W. 10th St. and
Greenwich Ave., the asymmetrical
mish-mash of red brick, limestone and
stained glass is at once confusing and
alluring.  Jefferson Market, finished in
1877, is often compared with
Bavaria’s fanciful Neuschwanstein
Castle, which “Crazy King Ludwig”
dreamed up a decade earlier, as well as
the fairy-tale castle at Disney World’s
Magic Kingdom. 

It’s difficult to imagine that such a
playful building has such a sordid past.

Frederick Clark Withers and
Calvery Vaux, who helped plan
Central Park, designed the original
Jefferson Market to serve as a court-
house and prison compound. Where
are now shelves of colorful children’s
books and sappy romance novels were
once strict civil and police court-
rooms. Microfilm and reference mate-
rials fill the musty dungeon-like base-
ment, where prisoners once awaited
trials or jail cells under restrictive
vaulted chambers. 

The Jefferson Market Courthouse,
named after the popular adjacent food
market, saw many headline-making
trials in its 69-year history as a court.
It is where Harry K. Thaw, a million-

aire playboy, was found guilty of mur-
dering Stanford White, a famous New
York architect, in a scandalous love
triangle with a showgirl,  Evelyn
Nesbit. The juicy case was immortal-
ized in the book, musical and movie,
“Ragtime.” As a scare-tactic, the
female employees of the Triangle
Shirtwaist Company who had picket-
ed in protest of deplorable working
conditions were tried in Jefferson’s
Night Court in 1909, alongside the
city’s prostitutes. Two years later, the
Greenwich Village sweatshop  burned
to the ground, killing 125 garment
workers and launching decades of
labor rights movements.

Jefferson Market became the city’s
primary courthouse for cases involv-
ing women and in the late ’20s, its
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FOR SALE: SIPA’s name 

Explore your city: Jefferson Market Library
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The price of a large cup of coffee in
SIPA’s Orfeo’s cafe: $1.50. The price
of a used SIPA econ textbook: $60.
The price of a year of SIPA tuition:
$33,000. The price of changing the
name SIPA to just about anything you
want: oh, around $100 million. 

Columbia University is planning a
fundraising extravaganza in the next
two years that will put price tags on
naming rights to classrooms, build-
ings and schools across campus, and
SIPA will likely be one of the names
to end up on the auction block, Dean
Anderson said in an interview. She
said that she welcomes the idea of the
school finally having a brandable
name.

“SIPA doesn’t get enough traction,”
Anderson said. “You can’t fit ‘School
of International and Public Affairs’ at
the bottom of a television screen.
Then you put SIPA on it and watchers

say, ‘what’s that?’ It is a problem.”
In addition to bringing the school a

name that people know how to pro-
nounce, the sale of naming rights
would provide much-needed fellow-
ships to SIPA students, Anderson said.
Sixty percent of the money would go
toward endowed fellowships. The
remainder would pay for improve-
ments to faculty and facilities. SIPA is
significantly under-funded compared
with competitors like the Woodrow
Wilson School, which has a endow-
ment in the hundreds of millions of
dollars. The sale of SIPA’s name
would quadruple its current endow-
ment.

“It seems like a win-win situation,
as long as SIPA benefits from being
associated with the individual and not
just the other way around,” said Justin
Voght (MIA2). However, Voght said,
he would be more suspicious of a cor-

By Tom Randall

By Victor Fabius

By Veronika Ruff

Jefferson Market Library, a fanciful former courthouse in the West Village, has a
sordid past but pleasant present. Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 5 
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Continued on Page 7

Nearly 11 months have passed since
the Indian Ocean tsunami struck
coastal communities in Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, southern India and
other countries on Dec. 26, 2004.
Triggered by a magnitude 9.0 earth-
quake off the coast of the Indonesian
island of Sumatra, the waves took
approximately one quarter of a million
lives. For survivors, stupendous obsta-
cles remain in reclaiming a semblance
of what life was like before being left
with little else.

Despite disparate levels of progress
in recovery and differing political fall-
outs in the wake of the tsunami,
remaining needs are shared across
affected areas.The most urgent needs,
nearly one year after homes and liveli-
hoods were swept away, are still cate-
gorized as “crisis phase” needs: ame-
lioration of temporary shelter condi-
tions and continuing provisions of
water, food and medical assistance.

The fact that affected areas still face
such issues is testament largely to the
scale of the disaster and partially to
political problems on the ground. But
regardless of causes, Sheila Sisulu, the
deputy executive director of the World
Food Program, recently told reporters
that a second wave of death among
survivors, so far successfully prevent-
ed, remains a threat.

“It will not happen only if people
are moved into the next phase of
recovery as soon as possible,” she said

While a more rapid transition from
the crisis-phase is indeed crucial
because it would mean that basic sur-
vivor needs are uniformly being met,
the following recovery-phase presents
a more complex set of problems and
should be approached with patience,
according to officials involved with
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As every SIPA student knows,
there is a constant debate about how
to appraise and record unpaid labor.
We live in a world that sorts value
by numbers—numbers of hours
worked, products manufactured,
sales made—and assigns value in
currency, as opposed to a “calculus
of merit” that might win us immea-
surable affection or secure our infi-
nite afterlife. That makes volunteer-
ing hard. 

We often feel that we are being
taken for fools when we volunteer
our time, so we don’t. Or, if we do,
we invent reasons why it is useful
to us in a way that reflects our
awareness of society’s skepticism.
Sitting on not-for-profit boards is
good for business networking, we
say, or volunteering in a hospital
gives us useful skills—it’s all good
for the resumé. And perhaps it is.   

In fact, however, were there no
unpaid labor, the economy—
indeed, human society—would
quickly disintegrate. Anyone who
has ever calmed a cowlicky child,
organized a victim relief fund drive,
run out to the pharmacy for a neigh-
bor or helped with homework
knows that volunteers are essential
elements of the economy. There are
people who are paid to care for chil-
dren, provide humanitarian assis-
tance, deliver medicine, tutor stu-
dents, but, in fact, volunteers do a
lot of that work.

Spending time doing things
because they might improve the
community has rewards. I sit on

several not-for-profit boards and I
believe my time doing so is worth-
while. I am a member of the board
of the Carnegie Council on Ethics
and International Affairs, devoted
to—you guessed it—promotion of
ethical perspectives in international
policy. I also sit on the board of
Realizing Rights: the Ethical
Globalization Initiative, an NGO
run by human rights activist and
sometime SIPA professor, Mary
Robinson. I am chair of the board of
the Social Science Research
Council, serve on the council of the
American Political Science
Association and am the president of
Columbia Community Service,
which raises money from Columbia
faculty and staff to support not-for-
profits serving the local community. 

In all of these activities, there are
moments when the task seems
thankless. The time I devote to
these projects could easily be spent
writing books and articles, teaching
classes, learning new languages,
even sleeping late! When I’m pour-
ing over budget minutiae or calling
extraordinary meetings on week-
ends, I sometimes wonder if this is
the best use of my time.  

I am rewarded, however, both
directly in the things that I learn and
indirectly in the satisfaction of sup-
porting my colleagues and commu-
nity. I doubt that the earth would
stop turning were I to resign these
posts, but I know that if no one
were willing to do this sort of thing,
if everyone expected an obvious
and immediate reward for whatever

labor they expend, our collective
life would be infinitely poorer.

I am moved to reflect on the
importance of volunteers by the
impending SIPASA elections. I am
confident that serving as a member
of the student government at this
school can be trying. The adminis-
tration must often seem harried and
inattentive, the faculty frequently
oblivious, and other students some-
times demanding and ungrateful.
Let it be recorded here, however,
that we believe that student groups
in general and SIPASA in particular
are enormously valuable elements
of this community. Student volun-
teers have been involved in every-
thing from curricular innovation to
interior design to orientation. Too
rarely do we thank students who
contribute to improving the well-
being of those who come after
them. It was a student who started
Follies (Juliet Wurr ’88) and who
published the first issue of
Communiqué (Eric Watnik ’98). It
was students who first suggested
we hang artwork in the fourth-floor
atrium, who urged that we standard-
ize our academic and professional
misconduct policies and who, this
year, will help us clarify our fellow-
ship process.    

I urge students to take the oppor-
tunities afforded by participating in
student government seriously and
that, when they do, we all pause to
express our gratitude to those who
voluntarily work to make our lives
here more pleasant and productive.  
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As SIPASA’s November elections
approach and my tenure as the
SIPASA MIA co-president draws to
a close, I think it’s an appropriate
time to reflect on something with
which all presidents must concern
themselves: one’s political legacy.  

I ran for office promising to effect
institutional change and represent a
wide variety of student interests. As
I prepare to transition back into life
as a private citizen and hit the golf
course, the time has come to take
stock of my term, tally my accom-
plishments and highlight what unre-
solved problems will need to be
addressed by future SIPASA boards.  

The single greatest challenge I
faced entering office was the same
challenge faced by all elected
SIPASA representatives who came
before me and all who will come
after me: too little time to address
too many issues.

As we all know, some things at
SIPA need improvement—or a com-
plete overhaul. It is SIPASA’s
responsibility to bring these con-
cerns to the attention of the admin-
istration and devise creative reme-
dies. These expectations, along with
the charge of managing general stu-
dent activities, can be daunting to
the SIPASA board given the finite
amount of time each SIPASA repre-
sentative and administration official
has to devote to each issue.

Unfortunately, such time con-
straints directly contribute to what I
believe is one of SIPASA’s greatest
shortcomings: the lack of a tight
organizational design to promote
ingenuity, ambition and greater
responsiveness to student needs.
Change comes slowly in an institu-
tion like SIPA, and the benefits of
such change often do not material-
ize until long after one’s two-year
stay is completed. In the absence of
the ability to make an immediate
impact, the result is often apathy
and a perceived lack of purpose,
impeding the organization’s opera-
tional effectiveness.

While apathy may indeed stalk
SIPASA at times, it has been my
experience that SIPA in general has
retreated to excessive reliance upon

Columbia University’s good name
to avoid tackling the obstacles to
improvement. Spoken and unspo-
ken remarks to the effect of “Oh,
stop complaining, you’re getting a
Columbia degree!” reflect poorly on
the institution and suggest that
promises of change are disingenu-
ous.

My intention is not to suggest that
my time as co-president has been
for naught. That is not the case. The
debate over Conceptual
Foundations was healthy and con-
tinues; I will personally be chairing
a student-led task force on reform-
ing the fellowship process; the class
of 2007 has been enthusiastically
welcomed; and the coming elec-
tions are shaping up to be lively and
competitive. I am proud of this.

But more needs to be done.
Without the ability to add 15 hours
to each day, I urge the administra-
tion, SIPASA and the student body
to demand more of three things
from each other: commitment, con-
tribution and care. Only by generat-
ing more of each from today’s
administration and students past and
present will SIPA ensure that it will
rise to the level we all know it is
capable of reaching.  It can be done.

On the evening of Oct. 27, Dean
Lisa Anderson gave an engaging
speech re-dedicating the 15th floor
conference space as the Dag
Hammarskjöld Faculty Lounge. The
event completed the process by
which the 6th floor “Dag Lounge”
became the new Office of Student
Affairs.  

We can’t help but miss the old
place. So many of us shared fond
memories there:  fooling before, dur-
ing and after Follies; attending
excellent student group events; par-
ticipating in day-long conferences;
and, most important to most of us,
purloining as much free food as pos-
sible.

But there’s more that we miss: The
prospect that throughout the year,
the variety of recognized student
groups would be able to secure an
often- available and easily accessi-
ble space for events. Two months
into this school year, many student
groups are having trouble finding
satisfactory alternative space.

SIPA’s student groups are one of
the school’s greatest strengths. With
our large diversity of students comes
a surfeit of activities organized by
and for classmates.  To promote the
healthy student life that attracts
prospective students, those events
must go on.  And that culture is most
likely to thrive if student group lead-
ers don’t throw up their hands
because finding sufficient space to

organize great activities becomes too
difficult.

The Office of Student Affairs’
move into our event space has defi-
nitely benefited students. But if OSA
is going to take our event space, it
should work harder to help us find
space for events. There are clear
steps it can take in collaboration
with student group leaders to reduce
the trouble of securing space for
activities.

First, student groups are inevitably
balkanized. East Asia-related groups
will turn to the Weatherhead
Institute for event space before they
look elsewhere, and Middle East-
related groups will turn to the
Middle East Institute.  However,
offices in IAB frequently are willing
to share their space with dedicated
student groups from outside their
particular area of focus. But it’s
complicated for student group lead-
ers to track down the right contacts
within individual offices, and many
of them are not even fully aware of
what resources are available on
IAB’s 15 floors.

To this end, OSA staff should
work to add a component to the stu-
dent group manual that includes
information about what rooms can
be reserved, and who can be contact-
ed.  This task can be accomplished
both by consulting existing student
group leaders, and by contacting the
many offices within IAB them-

selves.
Second, IAB may not always be

the most appropriate venue for stu-
dent group events.  Various groups at
SIPA have held smashingly success-
ful events in buildings outside of
SIPA’s home.  Rooms like the Lerner
Hall basement or the Philosophy
Hall graduate lounge can be made
available for larger SIPA student
group activities.

To ensure that SIPA student groups
look beyond the new 15th floor Dag
lounge for their larger events, OSA
should build up its relationships with
other Columbia University units that
have space available for free or at
low cost to SIPA student groups.
There are so many locations avail-
able that student groups are not tap-
ping, and re-directing them to new
venues can go a long way to keeping
student group life active. It would
also have the added benefit of rais-
ing the profile of SIPA activities at
other locations on campus.

Frustration has ensued with the
loss of Dag Lounge this year. But
OSA is capable of building a wealth
of knowledge that can be transferred
institutionally over academic years
and shared with student groups.  By
working actively to reduce the ten-
sion now felt by competing student
groups to locate space, OSA will
accomplish its mission of improving
student life.  And maybe it can come
along for the free pizza, too.

But more needs 
to be done. 
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VOX POPS: 
What would you rename SIPA?

“From a marketing perspective I wouldn't change the
name at this point. SAIS (at Johns Hopkins) has a
name [the Paul H. Nitze School], but nobody ever uses
it.” 
Emi Kubota, MIA1—United States

Photos by Daryl Van Leuven, Interviews by Kelly Kinneen

Education group works to fill curriculum gaps
Columbia students are curious,

demanding and resourceful. This is
evident in the proliferation of topic-
specific working groups that seem to
constantly sprout up at SIPA. Such
groups are often designed around two
main principles: rectifying the failure
of the SIPA curriculum to meet the
learning needs of students interested in
a particular area, and facilitating inter-
action among different Columbia fac-
ulties. The arrival of the Education and
Development Working Group, a joint
SIPA-Teacher’s College (TC) initia-
tive, demonstrates these principles in
action.

Theoretically, SIPA students who
are interested in education are allowed
to take full advantage of the offerings
at prestigious TC. However, many
find that their attempts to do so are
thwarted. 

When Nozomi Hashimoto (MIA2)
tried to enroll in development-related
courses at TC this semester, she found
that most were full. Students com-
plained that SIPA guidelines for cross-
registering at TC were misleading,
resulting in students believing they
had successfully registered for courses
when in fact they had not.
Furthermore, some of the most popu-
lar courses for SIPA students turned
out to be core requirements for TC’s
own concentration in International
Educational Development, already
overbooked due to the growing pro-
gram size. As a result, SIPA students
said, they simply could not get into the
education-related courses that they
wanted. 

Hashimoto is one of several SIPA
students in the Economic and Political
Development concentration who
attempted to explore the TC curricu-
lum after discovering last year that
SIPA courses and extracurricular
offerings on education issues were

limited.
“There were no internship panels

specifically on education,” Hashimoto
said. “We were only vaguely aware of
good faculty resources at Teacher’s
College. Education is a minor topic at
SIPA.” 

In response to these concerns, sever-
al students came together at SIPA last
spring to form the Education and
Development Working Group. The
group had the dual goals of creating a
space in the Columbia community to
discuss education and development
across a broad spectrum and sharing
information and resources between
SIPA policy programs and TC educa-
tion programs. 

The group believes it is critical to
incorporate students from both
schools. So far, it has succeeded in
establishing a good balance. Involved
faculty members include Tamo
Chattopadhay of TC and Miguel
Urquiola of SIPA, furthering the col-
laborative mission of the group.  

There have also been frustrations on
the TC side, particularly with course
availability and the orientation of the
international education programs. Jed
Oppenheim found that none of the 10
courses on education in Africa listed in
the bulletin were offered this semester.
Oppenheim is enrolled in a one-year,
non-certification program and hopes
that these courses will be available in
the spring. In the meantime, he is tak-
ing Africa-focused classes at SIPA. 

Disciplinary cross-pollination is one
of the group’s main assets, according
to founders. By drawing on resources
in both schools, the group seeks to bal-
ance TC’s practical, “hard skills”
approach with the broader policy
approach of SIPA. Oppenheim noted
the value of differing perspectives.

“Having both schools involved
makes a group stronger,” he said. “It
opens up a dialogue.” 

Working group members have
diverse experiences and arrived at the
intersection of development and edu-
cation in various ways. Initially, some
were primarily interested in education,
others in development; still others
approached both simultaneously
through the exposure of teaching in
developing countries. 

Oppenheim spent 18 months
involved in informal education in
Ghana and South Africa before com-
ing to TC. Chris Capobianco (MIA2)
was a teacher during his stint as a
Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya, and
Juliet Young (MIA2) is currently
teaching in New York City schools
while pursuing her degree at SIPA.
Hashimoto, conversely, was first inter-
ested in development. During the
course of her studies at SIPA, she
came to recognize the importance of
education in this field and decided to
make it her professional focus.
Capobianco and Young, along with
Hashimoto and another MIA second-
year, Angela Bailey, are the group’s
co-founders. While this academic year
has seen the introduction of an educa-
tion specialization within the Social
Policy concentration at SIPA, many
MIA students are unaware of its appli-
cation to the International Affairs
degree. The Education and
Development Working Group plans to
build on its foundation by hosting
speakers, organizing internship panels
and holding discussions to fill the gaps
in the SIPA/TC curricula and address
the needs and interests of students in
the larger Columbia community. 

“It’s about new and creative
approaches,” Oppenheim said.

Carli Rogosin (MIA2) is concentrating in
EPD with a focus on HIV/AIDS and gen-
der. She worked on a reproductive health
project in Ethiopia this summer.

By Carli Rogosin

On Friday, Nov. 4, SIPA celebrated the end of the Islamic holy month at the Ramazan Festival, hosted by the Harriman
Institute, the Eurasia, Middle East and Turkish Initiatives. The month of fasting, prayer and celebration, called Ramazan in
Kyrgyzstan,Turkey, Uzbekistan and other central Asian countries, is more widely known as Ramadan. The end of the month-
long fast is celebrated with a special feast. 

Sale of naming rights will provide
SIPA with much needed funds

porate buyer. “If a commercial enter-
prise is going to enhance its image at
the expense of SIPA’s perceived inde-
pendence, then there had better be an
awful lot of money coming to SIPA,
and there had better be absolutely no
strings attached to that money.” 

Donors for school endowments typ-
ically do not include corporations, but
Anderson would not rule the possibili-
ty out. How about the Halliburton
School of International and Public
Affairs?

“There would be a debate,”
Anderson said, but she did not dismiss
the idea altogether. “When somebody
walks in with $100 million, it’s hard to
say, ‘We don’t want it.’ So you do run
the risk that you get a name that is sort
of… okay.” 

Other schools on Columbia campus
have already sold their names to
donors, such as the Mailman School of
Public Health and the Fu Foundation
School of Engineering and Applied
Science.  But while SIPA and higher
university administrators have agreed
that it would be in SIPA’s best interest
to take a different name, they are still
debating whether selling to the highest
bidder would be the best move for a
school of public affairs. 

“Most schools of public policy have
names, and they have names of public
policy figures rather than donors,”
Anderson said. Programs like
Harvard’s Kennedy School,
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School
and University of Michigan’s Gerald
R. Ford School took their names with-
out significant donations, instead
choosing famous policy-makers with
ties to their universities. “The obvious
person associated with Columbia who
has the profile in the world is the for-

mer president Eisenhower,” Anderson
said. “Former President of Columbia,
that is. Supreme Allied Commander.”

Dwight D. Eisenhhower led the
allied forces in North Africa on D-Day
and was Supreme Allied Commander
during the invasion of Normandy in
1944. He served as president of
Columbia University from 1948 to
1953, during which time he took leave
to command the newly assembled
NATO forces. Eisenhower was con-
sidered a political moderate and
became the highest ranking military
officer to ever serve as President of the
United States. Adopting the
Eisenhower name would require the
full support of the Eisenhower family,
Anderson said.

Columbia is not the only school
planning for a multi-billion dollar
endowment campaign. Stanford,
Cornell, Yale and others will all be
announcing major capital campaigns
in the next two years, Anderson said.

The SIPA name has been developed
over decades, and changing the name
would take time and money. Twenty-
five years after the last name change,
some facility dumpsters still carry the
school’s previous name, SIA, and
some alumni still don’t know how to
pronounce the school’s current name.
It would take a million dollar branding
campaign to smooth the transition to a
new name, Anderson said.

The process of finding a donor could
take years, as there are few individuals
in the world who are considered can-
didates for a $100 million endowment
contribution, Anderson said. “If you
know anybody…” 

Tom Randall, MIA, is a dual-degree stu-
dent with the Journalism School. Check out
his work at, http://www.twoseventy.net.

Continued from Page 1

“I think it should be the Sykora School of
International and Public Affairs. That way, it gets to
keep the acronym.”
Caroline Sykora, MIA2—United States

“The Starfleet Academy. Because people are sent
out from here all over the world—to boldly go
where 10 SIPA students have boldly gone
before.”
Tim Sparkman, MIA1—United States

“We should find out who the richest alumni is out
there, and if they're dead, name it after them.”
Dev Terway, MIA2—Indonesia

Photos by Libby Morgan
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This past August, for the first time
ever, a non-icebreaking ship made the
trip to the North Pole unaided. Freight
companies are actively making plans
for the exploitation of the formerly un-
navigable Northwest Passage. Cruise
ship companies that tour Alaska are
dismayed that photogenic glaciers are
rapidly retreating from the coast, and a
string of recent storms like Hurricane
Katrina have fueled growing public
unease that the world may be changing
in unpredictable and frightening ways.

Nearly all climate scientists today
agree that global warming—an
increase in Earth’s atmospheric tem-
peratures caused by man-made carbon
dioxide emissions—is an established
fact.  There is strong evidence that
average air temperatures will rise 3-to -
11   degrees Fahrenheit by the end of
this century and that the burning of fos-
sil fuels on a massive scale is at fault.
But it is less clear what these changes
even mean and what we should do
about them.

In the face of such ominous-sound-
ing predictions, the natural impulse of
most people is to try to fix the problem.
Maybe the Kyoto Protocol is the solu-
tion. Or perhaps we should write indig-
nant letters to Washington putting pres-
sure on our senators to ratify the Kyoto

Protocol. The United States could then
join the rest of the world in pressuring
Australia and Turkey to sign up as
well. If the obstacle to reversing global
warming really is just the objections of
a self-interested cadre of global warm-
ing skeptics, it should be possible to
out-vote and out-lobby them and per-
suade our fellow global villagers that
we should drive more hybrids rather
than drilling for more oil in wildlife
refuges.

But does anyone really believe—
even if, by an impressive act of sheer
political willpower, the Kyoto Protocol
were accepted and fulfilled by every
state on the planet—that dialing pollu-
tion levels down to a notch below 1990
levels would somehow reverse global
warming? I certainly don’t remember
1990 as being an idyllic, pre-industrial
era.

The unavoidable truth is that people
are going to continue to burn fossil
fuels, either until the fuels run out or
until people come up with something
cheaper. Burning the fuels more effi-
ciently may be desirable for numerous
reasons, but burn it we will, negative
externalities be damned. No one I
know has unilaterally given up their
car—or access to electricity, heat and
running water—based on a concern
that temperatures will be a bit higher in

95 years.
So what will really happen? Will we

have to get used to paddling up
Amsterdam Ave. in canoes after
enough of the polar ice caps have melt-
ed to raise sea levels by 20 feet?  Will
we be living in concrete bunkers in
order to weather a biweekly onslaught
of hurricanes?

Unfortunately, no one knows the
answers to these questions. The analyt-
ical models that predict the effects of a
global rise in temperatures aren’t yet
sophisticated enough to provide any of
the interesting details.  No reputable
scientist today would even be so rash
as to link global warming with
Hurricane Katrina.  Just because a hur-
ricane as powerful as Katrina hasn’t hit
Louisiana for some time is no indica-
tion that bigger and more frequent
storms are the trend of the future.

So we can definitely refute the oil
company flaks who earn paychecks as
global warming deniers, but we can’t
agree on what’s actually going to come
of staying the course.

Best case scenario: Average temper-
atures rise gently by a few degrees, and
some of the less adaptable species die
out, mostly near the poles.  Sea levels
rise by a foot or two every century.

Worst case scenario: Some theorists
including Carl Sagan have suggested

that carbon dioxide cycles could possi-
bly spin out of control, and Earth could
turn into a sterile greenhouse planet,
very much like Venus.

Less drastically, we could see the
return of the Eocene Era of 55 to 34
million years ago, when carbon diox-
ide levels climbed to perhaps four
times their current levels, for reasons
that are unclear. It killed off most of the
existing species of the day, but it was-
n’t the end of the world. Maybe some
future intelligent species will be thank-
ing us in 20 million years for having
caused the climate changes that did us 

in and set them up in business.
Either way, we almost certainly have

at least a few thousand usable years left
to us, though many of us may need to
move to higher ground at some point.
So over the coming decades, play it
safe: Keep making those student loan
payments, and don’t invest too much of
your nest egg in oceanfront property.

Anthony Deckoff (MIA1) is an IMC concen-
trator with a master’s in Transportation
Planning. For the last 12 years he worked
as a Hollywood story analyst, where he
rejected the ludicrous screenplay for the cli-
mate change thriller “The Day After
Tomorrow."

The Oct. 8 earthquake could not
have found a more tragic place to
strike. The epicenter of the deadly
quake that has, to date, killed more
than 74,000 people and left three
million homeless, lay just shy of
the contentious Line of Control.
This de-facto border divides the
disputed territory of Kashmir
between rival neighbors India and
Pakistan. 

This is one of the most highly
militarized areas in the world; two
wars were fought over this region
in the past 50 years. Death and dev-
astation are not new to the villages,
towns and cities worst affected by
the quake. People in this region
have lived under the constant threat
of shelling and cross-fire for years;
many loved ones have perished,
and many homes have crumbled. 

Logistically, this area which can
only be termed a nightmare for
relief work. Mountains bind many
of the affected areas in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir, and earth-
quake-induced landslides further
cut them off from the rest of the
country. 

In the last two years, diplomatic
relations between India and
Pakistan have reached a new high,
with frequent dialogue, high-pro-
file efforts to resolve the Kashmir
dispute through confidence-build-
ing measures and increased people-
to-people contact and cricket

matches—no less than a religion in
either country. The earthquake
offers a perfect opportunity, and
backdrop, to offer justice to the
long-suffering people of the region
and to finally make amends.

Many stories over the past weeks
offer a glimmer of hope for India-
Pakistan relations. India says it will
open relief camps for earthquake
survivors from the Pakistani side of
Kashmir at three points along the
Line of Control. 

Following the quake, Pakistan
accepted India’s immediate offer of
aid. And 16 years after all phone
lines between India-administered
Kashmir and Pakistan-administered
Kashmir were cut off, after the dis-
aster they were set up again for a
fortnight so that people in earth-
quake-affected areas could connect
with families on the other side.

But this recent camaraderie has
been fraught with its own prob-
lems. Pakistan’s President Pervez
Musharraf declined India’s offer of
helicopters for the relief effort, cit-
ing military sensitivities.
Musharraf later agreed to use the
helicopters, but refused to let
Indian pilots operate them on
Pakistani soil. According to BBC
News Online “many Kashmiris
have described this refusal as an
equivalent of ‘signing the death
warrants’ of thousands of
Kashmiris still stuck on top of inac-
cessible mountains. Some said it

was evidence Pakistan was only
interested in Kashmir’s territory
and not its people.”

The traditional rivalry between
the two armies returned to the fore-
front when Pakistan denied the
Indian army’s claims that its troops
had crossed the Line of Control to
help the earthquake relief effort.

According to the report from the
Indian army, the Pakistani soldiers
invited the Indians to help them
rebuild bunkers after sleeping in

the open in increasingly cold tem-
peratures.  

But after the denial from the
Pakistani army, an Indian army
spokesperson clarified that they
had only handed over tools such as
picks and shovels, not helped
reconstruct bunkers.

Meanwhile there has been no

retreat from the militant violence in
the region. Since the quake, the
education minister of India-admin-
istered Kashmir has been killed,

there have been four bomb explo-
sions in the valley and the Indian
army claims to have killed sixteen
militants trying to cross the Line of
Control. 

And as in such situations, there
have been reports that fundamen-
talists are gaining ground by filling
the gaps where the government is
failing. In Pakistan-administered
Kashmir, where most of the groups
are based, the fundamentalists are
actively involved in offering aid to
the victims and survivors.

The arguments about military
sensitivities, rows over the question
of one army extending help to the
other and Pakistan’s denial of
rumors of any harm to its nuclear
installations by the quake highlight
just how much Kashmir is a matter
of national pride for both countries.
The neighbors place too much
importance on the status and per-
formance of their military and nei-
ther is ready to risk political embar-
rassment over the extremely sensi-
tive Kashmiri issue. 

Although peace talks and relief
efforts are admirable, it would be
utopian to expect that an earth-
quake will make India and Pakistan
finally put the people of this beau-
tiful valley before the politics.
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Earthquake fails to shake up relations between India and Pakistan on Kashmir
News Analysis by Jayshree Bajoria

A villager waits for relief material outside an Indian Army camp at Kamal Kot border
village, about 74 miles north of Srinagar, India. India has allowed international aid
agencies deep into militarized and formerly forbidden border areas in Kashmir, where
tens of thousands of people are seeking relief. (AP)

Fears of drastic climate change are unlikely to materialize
News Analysis by Anthony Deckoff

At left, the Furtwangler ice wall on Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, whose glaciers
are rapidly retreating. Above, an activist
dressed as George W. Bush dances in a
simulated rain, protesting at a climate
change conference last year . (AP)

Jayshree Bajoria (MIA1) is an EPD
concentrator. She was a journalist in
India before coming to SIPA.



The Caribbean hurricane season is
always an ugly matter in the poorer
countries of the Americas. 

In 1998, Hurricane Mitch devastat-
ed Honduras claiming 9,000. Last
year, tropical storm Jeanne struck
Haiti, killing almost 3,000. Just last
month, Hurricane Stan hit Central
America leaving an estimated 2,000
people dead in Guatemala with an
area of devastation covering 30 per-
cent of the country.

Beyond the remarkable loss of life
of these tragedies, there is also the
ensuing social tragedy.  In the imme-
diate aftermath of storms, many peo-
ple are left stranded because the limit-
ed infrastructure in these underdevel-
oped countries is either washed away
or blocked by debris. This means that

they may have to endure without
food, water or electricity for days,
running the risks of hunger and dis-
ease.  

Following the immediate effects of
the tragedies, tens of thousands of
people are not only left homeless but
also have to deal with the loss of fam-
ily and friends as well as the destruc-
tion of economic activity.  Countries
literally lose years of development
because of these natural disasters.

Central American and Caribbean
countries have a hard time coping
with the different phases of these
tragedies for various reasons. 

First of all, the countries affected
are usually poor and underdeveloped.
This means that they lack not only the
resources and personnel to conduct
search and rescue missions right after
the storm, but also the resources need-

ed to help rebuild in the months that
follow.

Second, these countries tend to be
politically immature, not to say
incompetent. This means that their
governments are often plagued by
rampant corruption and ineffective
officials. Because of this, many inter-
national donors are wary of donating
much needed funds which may sim-
ply be swindled away.

This year the seven Central
American countries initiated talks to
create a joint military rapid-deploy-
ment force meant to strengthen
regional security and to respond to
natural disasters. Last October the
defense ministers of these nations met
with Donald Rumsfeld in Key
Biscayne, FL to discuss the proposal,
and they received enthusiastic
American support for the initiative.

Critics of the initiative are wary of
these nations—some of them with
bad human rights records—banding
together to respond to security prob-
lems stemming primarily from the
drug trade. While their concerns may
have some merit, the proposal as such
is not a bad initiative at all if one sep-
arates humanitarian and security
goals.

By banding together and starting a
regional disaster relief force, possibly
under the auspices of the OAS, these
countries can eliminate some of the
worries that arise after a natural disas-
ter. An internationally managed effort
may face lesser degrees of corruption
because there is international over-
sight. Furthermore, by having a multi-
national task force at hand, countries
can split the costs of maintaining
trained experts that can be easily

deployed wherever they are needed.
During the 1990s, Argentina

launched the White Helmets initiative
at the UN which called for the cre-
ation of brigades of volunteers that
could be deployed to help countries in
disaster prevention and in relief and
rescue efforts when disaster struck.
The White Helmets have existed
timidly primarily because of a lack of
funding and political support, and
because volunteer forces are hard to
maintain on standby.  With U.S. and
OAS support, Central America could
retake the initiative and create the
template for a multilateral crisis man-
agement framework that could be
exported around the world.
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Economic impact of recent disasters
extends far beyond immediate recovery

At SIPA, Hurricane Katrina has
acted as a kind of Rorschach test for
policy wonks. 

Nearly every one of my professors
used Katrina to frame class discus-
sions during the first week of the
semester, just one week after the hur-
ricane made landfall. Bill Eimicke
talked about management of the res-
cue efforts. Jim Simpson discussed
the long-known weaknesses of New
Orleans’ levee infrastructure. Dan
O’Flaherty proposed economic
incentives that could have been used
to get people out before the hurri-
cane.

Just as we are still evaluating the
effects of New York’s unnatural dis-
aster on 9/11, it is still hard to know
what the long-term effects of Katrina
will be. But dealing with such large-
scale disasters could have subtle
effects on the way we think about the
future. In particular, will these
calamities force us to think more
carefully about the future and invest
for the long term?

One way of thinking about soci-
ety’s valuation of the future is to con-
sider the social discount rate. 

Discounting is a tool that assigns
values in today’s dollars to costs and
benefits that occur in the future. The
amount by which future costs and
benefits are discounted affects deci-
sions today. A high social discount
rate, for example, means that bene-
fits 10 or 20 years down the road
won’t count for much; it would be
better just to consume, or at best
invest, in short-term projects.

September 11 may have changed
New York’s implicit social discount
rate. The terrorist attacks highlighted
the importance of the city’s infras-
tructure, particularly its transporta-
tion system. Yet the disruptions to
transportation were relatively minor

compared with what could have hap-
pened. 

Suppose the Lexington Ave. sub-
way (the 4-5-6 line) on Manhattan’s
east side were taken out of commis-
sion. This line, the most crowded in
the city, serves 1.3 million riders
every weekday. Or another night-
mare: the closure of the George
Washington Bridge. More than half
of the city’s truck traffic from New
Jersey comes over this one bridge.
Let’s hope someone has done emer-
gency planning on this one.

One way to prepare for disasters of

this sort is to build backup systems
or alternative routes. For New York,
planners have long envisioned a
Second Avenue subway that could
relieve overcrowding on the
Lexington Ave. line. Now it’s also
pitched as a way to positively
increase the redundancy of the city’s
transportation network. Nobody is
planning to build a second George
Washington Bridge, but a proposed
rail tunnel under the Hudson would
provide an alternate entry for freight.

Both projects would take years to
build and would only recoup their
costs over decades. Yet in New York,
thinking long term appears to be in
vogue after 9/11, with the city rezon-
ing for a new business district on the
west side and the transportation
authority breaking ground on a num-
ber of expansion projects. Most
recently, elected officials lined up
behind a bond act (on the Nov. 8 bal-
lot) that would help pay for several
major projects, including a Second
Ave. subway.

Katrina is likely to have a similar
effect on New Orleans. 

If the city is rebuilt, it will be hard
for anyone to question the wisdom of
investing for the long term in
stronger levees and floodgates, and
there will be more impetus to restore
wetlands and upriver flood plains.
Again, at least on a conceptual level,
New Orleans’ social discount rate
may drop as people see more clearly
the benefits of investing for the long
term.

More broadly, however, will
Katrina cause policymakers outside
the Gulf Coast region to change their
willingness to invest for the long
term? September 11 certainly did not
take short-term planning off the
national agenda. To a large extent,
national transportation investment
priorities are still focused on near-
term gains. This summer, Congress
approved billions in pork projects
such as the infamous $315 million
“bridge to nowhere” in Alaska.

Yet Katrina does have the potential
to affect long-term planning beyond
New Orleans in one particular area:
climate change. Since the hurricane,
U.S. media have paid more attention
to global warming, which some sci-
entists have linked to stronger hurri-
canes. This renewed attention could
lead policy makers to make long-
term investments aimed at slowing
climate change and mitigating the
damage, whether or not the climate
change really is directly linked to
Katrina. In this way Katrina could
affect society’s valuation of future
costs and benefits—the social dis-
count rate.

Mark Seaman is a first-year MPA stu-
dent. He has analyzed regional and
national transportation policy for think
tanks at NYU and City College.

News Analysis by Mark Seaman

Post-tsunami recovery progresses 
the humanitarian assistance.

Construction of permanent homes is
expected to take years. Former
President Bill Clinton, serving as U.N.
Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery,
referred to the need to tackle the most
urgent problems first while preventing
further delays in longer term recovery-
phase projects such as construction of
permanent housing.“It will take some
time to overcome existing bottlenecks,
but I am committed to improving the
immediate living conditions of all dis-
placed tsunami victims as we pursue
longer term reconstruction and devel-
opment,” he has told reporters.

Despite the fact that political reper-
cussions of the tsunami have differed
between them, Indonesia and Sri Lanka
illustrate the commonality of chal-
lenges remaining before full-fledged
reconstruction and development can
begin. Rare signs of unity between sep-
aratists and the government have
emerged in Aceh, Indonesia, the region
hardest hit by the tsunami, since the
destruction visited there. Separatist
conflicts in Sri Lanka, however, have
since grown worse. But the most seri-
ous impediment to improving condi-
tions for survivors in both Aceh and Sri
Lanka is physical, securing the materi-
al means to build better temporary
housing. 

The task of moving survivors from
tents to more solid structures with bet-

ter sanitation is complicated by a glar-
ing gap that Eric Schwartz, U.N.
deputy special envoy for tsunami
recovery, has pointed out. While hun-
dreds of thousands of homes were
destroyed in a single day, even under
the best circumstances the economies
of these regions have been able to sup-
port new home construction of only
around ten thousand homes a year. 

An official with the U.N. Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) has noted that the lack
of decisions on land ownership has fur-
ther impeded efforts to speed up the
process. Determining land rights where
such rights were often not clearly delin-
eated may come at the cost of meeting
more pressing needs. Also, there have
been disputes in both regions, but par-
ticularly in Sri Lanka, over bufferzone
policies established to prevent recur-
rence of disaster in coastal communi-
ties by forbidding them to be rebuilt
close to the beaches, although some
progress has been made in resolving
this issue in favor of greater leniency
for communities currently deprived of
their traditional social and economic
ties to the sea.

As the one-year mark approaches,
momentum on moving beyond crisis-
phase to longer term recovery must be
kept. The scale of the tragedy demands
that the scope of the response remain
both wide and focused.  

Continued from Page 1

Katrina does have the
potential to affect

long-term planning...

Acehnese religious school students help their headmaster rebuild. (AP)

Andrew Monahan (MIA1) is ISP & IMC.Central America should band together in relief effort
News Analysis by Alejandro Eder

Alejandro Eder (MIA2) is an
International Security Policy 
concentrator. 
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Indian diplomat discusses U.S.
relations, U.N. Security Council
At the age of 25, Bibek Maitra
became the youngest private secretary
to the Indian Prime Minister in the
country’s history. He has a degree in
journalism and has written several
articles on topics including environ-
mental economics in India, relations
between India and Pakistan and the
current situation in Palestine. During
his recent visit to New York as part of
the Indian delegation to the United
Nations, Communiqué asked him a
few questions. 

-----------------------
Q: For some time now, India’s chief
demand to the United Nations has
been an invitation to join the Security
Council as a permanent member.
Please comment.
A: Yes, India, with its huge popula-
tion, should be a permanent member.
India and China together make up
half of mankind! The world’s power
cannot be concentrated in the hands
of five countries. Every member has a
vote, but the importance of that coun-
try differs. India is a country of one
billion. Every sixth man in the world
is Indian. How can the U.N., which
represents the people of the world, not
recognize India? How can you com-
pare it with Cote d’Ivoire, with a pop-
ulation of five million, or Holland,
with a population of nine million? 

Q: What do you think of the U.N.
reforms?
A: U.N. reforms are a must. It has
become an obsolete body, without
teeth. It has to act sagaciously and
judiciously, has to streamline itself.
Its decisions must be honored, and if
they are not, penalties should be insti-
tuted. Right now, the preponderance
of the discussion is centered around
pressure groups. So the Islamic lobby
talks about Palestine, but when the
genocide in Rwanda happened, the
world looked the other way. There is
wanton wastage of funds and ineffi-
cient decision-making. The U.N. has
to be seen as giving justice to member
nations, rather than just being a plat-
form for conferences, without the
determination to solve the pending
problems of the world. If certain top-
ics are too contentious, it should at
least try to enact laws about non-con-
troversial subjects, such as the protec-
tion of animals, an international pro-
tocol on communications and outer
space, health. But there’s no alterna-
tive to the U.N. And the world needs
a platform. 

Q: Do you believe that India’s rela-
tions with America are improving,
especially given the Bush administra-
tion’s recent recognition of India as a
nuclear power?
A. As a nuclear power, it was a fait
accompli, whether the United States.
recognized it or not. But yes, relations
are changing. America needs us, but

we need America too. Where is our
money coming from? The informa-
tion technology (IT) industry. One
industry has made India debt-free. We
now have the fifth or sixth largest for-
eign [currency] reserves in the world.
And we were given the initial boost
by the American information technol-
ogy companies [which] raised Indian
IT companies at their knee. It all start-
ed with job orders from America. And
America is India’s biggest trading
partner, for imports and exports.

Q: How has India’s relationship with
Iran changed due to India’s new
friendship with America?
A: Iran is a very sensitive topic. Iran
has never hurt us; even during the
1971 war we had no conflicts with
Iran. Historically, we’ve had very
good relations with the Shah of Iran.
Now America has decided to do
something with Iran—when and how
is conjecture. But India is in a fix. Iran
is preparing a nuclear weapon, what-
ever they might say to the contrary.
Just because we’ve had warm rela-
tions with Iran doesn’t mean we
would welcome the formation of an
Islamic nuclear power. It’s still a dan-
ger, and the question is, who would
have control of the nuclear weapon?
There is a lot of pressure from
America, who has been twisting our
arm and we did vote against them.[In
late September, India voted at the
International Atomic Enegry Agency
to refer Iran to the U.N. Security
Council.] But to gain something you
have to give up something. To gain
America’s friendship, we had to give
up Iran’s friendship. Iran is now very
aggravated with India. The proposed
gas pipeline project [running from
Iran through Pakistan to India] is now
up in the air. 

Q: What do you think about the recent
calls for India and Pakistan to come
together over the earthquake that
affected both countries?
A: Indians didn’t die in the numbers
that they did in Pakistan, largely
because of good infrastructure. Most
of the deaths have been health-relat-
ed; they have occurred after the earth-
quake, due to gangrene, or the non-
availability of medicine for victims,
but not directly because of the earth-
quake. Pakistan didn’t accept India’s
offer of helicopters because there are
still remnants of terrorist camps,
mujahedeen and Lashkar [Laskhar-e-
Taiba, a banned terrorist organization]
camps, in the Northwest Frontier
Province. Pakistan was scared that
India would see those camps and use
them as evidence to embarrass
Pakistan in the international commu-
nity.

Jayati Vora (MIA1) is a Communiqué staff
writer who is nervous about freezing dur-
ing her first New York winter.

By Jayati Vora

U.S.-E.U. relations falter over large issues,
but progress seems possible in some areas

The past few years have not been
good ones for United States-European
Union relations. Political conflicts
over the Iraq war and the Iranian
nuclear issue have been joined by
serious transatlantic differences on
such issues as the use of force, the
death penalty, the Kyoto Protocol and
the International Criminal Court.
These are broad ‘value’-driven issues
on which agreement seems impossi-
ble.

In a recent talk at Columbia Law
School, Michel Petite, the European
Union’s top attorney, bemoaned the
focus on these large, seemingly
intractable issues. Despite the rhetoric
of ‘common western values,’ the
United States and the European Union
have been unable to sign of specific
actionable agreements in the areas of
economics, politics and law. Petite
proposed that the two parties put aside
the vague proclamations and difficult
value discussions and focus instead
on simpler, more specific issues.

“Current transatlantic talks are too
informal,” Petite complained. “They
have to be upgraded to an internation-
al negotiation if we really want to
bridge our differences.”

Petite is Director General of the
European Commission’s Legal
Service. In his presentation, he
focused on the technical aspects of the
legal conflicts between the United
States and the E.U., but also stressed
the interconnection with broader
political differences.  

On the same day as Petite’s talk, a
Spanish judge issued an international
arrest order against three American
soldiers accused of a “crime against
the international community” in rela-
tion to the April 2003 death of a
Spanish journalist in Baghdad, when
an American tank fired on a hotel
occupied by journalists. Although
many Spanish judges and investiga-

tors support the ability to pursue
arrests beyond their borders, the
United States believes that this “could
lead to politically motivated show tri-
als in countries that lack the legal
safeguards of the United States,”
according to the New York Times arti-
cle on the judge’s order.

But even on the more mundane
issues Petite thinks are crucial, he
hinted at his frustration with a politi-
cal leadership that has been demand-
ing convergence for decades without
any conclusive results.

“Divergences remain because we
do not have a process of mutual
recognition in place yet,” he said. 

For example, companies in the
United States and European Union
currently use different accounting
standards. Without mutual recogni-
tion, each side has refused to accept
the other’s standards as equivalent.
This has imposed unnecessary costs
on companies that operate in different
jurisdictions. Petite expressed his
hope that the E.U.—U.S. relationship
will start to focus on specific cases
such as this.

From a legal perspective, Petite
identified three types of transatlantic
issues. On certain questions, some
differences are non-negotiable. 

In a customs case now before the
WTO dispute-settlement panel, the
United States is challenging the struc-
ture of the E.U.’s customs services.
The case charges that the existence of
different customs regulations in each
E.U. member state presents a trade
barrier to small and medium-sized
American companies. It further adds
that the regulations don’t meet WTO
rules, which demand “a uniform,
impartial and reasonable” customs
structure. Since the E.U. negotiates as
a single economic bloc at the WTO,
the United States feels its customs
regulations should be centralized and
uniform. But while the E.U. believes
that trade is a supranational issue, it

sees customs control as an issue for
the individual member states.

On another set of issues, according
to Petite, different technical and legal
interpretations prevent transatlantic
convergence. “Legal professional
privilege” is a lawyer’s right to with-
hold documents during inspections or
inquiries because they relate to the
giving or receiving of legal advice.
But this privilege is viewed different-
ly in the United States and European
Union, complicating the task of
achieving cooperation in transatlantic
anti-trust investigations.

On the final set of issues, in the
financial services sector, Petite sees
more chance for progress.  “It is easi-
er when it is about money,” he said.
“The business community plays as a
pushing force towards convergence.”

The day before Petite’s visit to
Columbia, Jose Manuel Durão
Barroso, the president of the
European Commission, and Petite’s
boss, also highlighted the strength of
the transatlantic economic and finan-
cial ties. 

“Our two-way direct investment
stock is worth almost $2 trillion, and
14 million jobs on both sides of the
Atlantic depend on our commercial
ties,” Barroso said in a public address
at the European Union Center of
Excellence. This Washington-based
institution is funded by the E.U. 

In his only public speech in the
United States after meeting President
George W. Bush, Barroso supported
the idea of a Transatlantic Declaration
of Interdependence. This idea has
long been proposed, but the talk has
not been followed by action. 

Despite its lofty title, the
Transatlantic Declaration is unlikely
to heal the rift that was most recently
made evident when a European judge
issued a search warrant against three
American servicemen. 

News Analysis by Borja Bergareche

Bibek Maitra, back left, presents to the U.N. with Pramod Mahajan,  the deputy lead-
er of the Indian U.N. delegation that recently visited New York. 

small co-ed prison was replaced by a
12-story Women’s House of
Detention. Mae West stayed there
when she was found guilty on
obscenity charges for her Broadway
play, “Sex.” Four decades later, the
feminist Andrea Dworkin complained
loudly about conditions at the notori-
ous jail, which has since been torn
down and replaced by a lush, and
well-used community garden. 

At first glance, Jefferson Market
seems fun—exterior relief sculptures
include a detailed state seal and
scenes from “The Merchant of
Venice,” and a now-dry fountain is
adorned with frolicking frogs, birds
and lions. But its oppressive intent
seeps through upon closer inspection. 

Between the windows through
which light pours onto children read-
ing, are dark, heavy arched doorways,
decorated in black, Gothic styles; the
stained glass, that initially looks invit-
ing in various shades of purple, is
actually depicting stark religious
iconography; The bird on the fountain
is in reality devouring the frog; And a
warning aimed at undesirables facing
trial winds up the spiral staircase. In
decadent script and book-ended by
carved flowers it reads: “The precepts
of the Law are these: to live correctly,
to do an injury to none and to render
to every one his own.”

The building is usually categorized
as “Victorian Gothic,” which helps
explain its identity crisis. But the con-
trast between frivolity and formality

seems appropriate for a public build-
ing that has worn several hats.
Following redistricting in 1945, the
courthouse closed and quickly fell
into disrepair. The city planned to tear
down “Old Jeff” to replace it with an
apartment block, but a neighborhood
group protested and proposed that a
branch of the New York Public
Library move in. 

Once associated with everything
that is “bad, mean and unsavory,” the
renovated space is now full of books
and their patrons. The 1967 renova-
tion is not entirely successful or fin-
ished—some walls seem like tempo-
rary installations and scaffolding has
blocked clear views of the exterior for
years because the city hasn’t scraped
together funds to finish restoring the
brickwork. But most importantly, it
salvaged and incorporated the origi-
nal details that make the building spe-
cial.

“This, too, is the record of civiliza-
tion,” wrote architecture critic Ada
Louise Huxtable of the renovation.
Jefferson Market has returned to its
civic roots while embracing its dark
past. New Yorkers still look to its
perched clock tower as a landmark,
and the largest collection of
Greenwich Village history books,
including many on “Old Jeff,” is lov-
ingly on display in the library’s dingy
basement. 

Top, expressive stained glass abounds
at Old Jeff. Middle, a spiral staircase
takes readers and explorers to different
sections of the library, above. Bottom,
a clocktower peeks above the trees and
low rooftops of the West Village.

In the West Village, a frightful court and prison
complex transforms into a delightful public library

Photos by Daryl Van Leuven
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Veronika Ruff (MIA2) is
Communiqué’s co-editor. She lives near
Jefferson Market.

Borja Bergareche is a second-year, IMC
concentrator from Spain.
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Farm subsidies may be a vote win-
ner in the American heartland, but
they can have a crippling impact on a
developing country’s ability to export
its agricultural products. The
Ghanaian rice industry provides a
compelling example. According to
Integrated Social Development
Center (ISODEC), a Ghanaian NGO,
the industry has collapsed in the last
decade largely because of heavily
subsidized U.S. and Thai imports that
have flooded into Ghana. Once a
large net exporter, Ghana must now
import more than $100 million of rice
a year.

Non-governmental organizations
like ISODEC
and Britain’s
Oxfam claim
that wealthy
nations use
development
aid to force
African coun-
tries toward
trade liberalization, when, paradoxi-
cally, neither the United States nor
the European Union is willing to
adopt the same free trade policies that
they insist African countries must
adopt in exchange for aid.  In stark
terms, NGOs believe that the wealthy
nations are employing a flagrant dou-
ble standard.

This kind of conditionality often
makes it uneconomic for African
countries to accept aid and, as social
and political conditions stabilize on
the continent, frustrates African
countries, who feel optimistic about
their readiness to modernize and inte-
grate themselves into the world econ-
omy. As result, many countries face
the same unpalatable options that
Ghana encountered.

Dr. Judith Mbula Bahemuka,
Kenyan ambassador to the United
Nations, complained during a panel
discussion on Africa’s development
challenges at SIPA last month,

“Donors must be just that: donors.”
According to ISODEC and Oxfam,

the effect of such unfair trade imbal-
ance, is that wealthy nations can con-
tinue to flood African markets with
cheap food and products, and that
African farmers, who get little assis-
tance from their governments, find it
even harder to export and compete. 

At the same panel, United Nations
Development Program representative
Jeffrey Avina said the European
Union’s development assistance to
Africa is approximately $1 billion,
while its agricultural production sub-
sidies totaled $40 billion, crippling
African producers’ ability to trade
with E.U. nations.  

“What’s the idea here?” Avina
asked, adding that African nations
must also improve local infrastruc-
ture to encourage Western private
sector investment. “Don’t be fooled,
it’s not about development assistance.
It’s about trade.” 

Michael Shultz, spokesperson for
the United Kingdom’s Department of
International Development (DID),
responded to the criticism of his gov-
ernment by emphasizing that DID  is
committed to both removing
European barriers to African trade
and increasing Africa’s capacity to
compete in the global market.
“Africa needs fairer trade and more
trade,” he said.  

Shultz said the organization’s activ-
ities, in partnership with U.K.’s
Commission on Africa (COA), is part
of a broader British effort to keep the
development focus on Africa. DID’s
goals range from improving
European trade with African nations

to changing the political rhetoric
about Africa from the pessimistic sta-
tus quo to a more optimistic and
hopeful outlook. Many of DID’s
goals are duplicated in the COA’s
Blair Report on Africa Development,
which was released in March of this
year.

“We need to turn the debate about
Africa into one of promise,” Shultz
said, adding that wealthier nations
ought to commit more aid to Africa to
help expedite this development. “We
need to generate new ideas, but we
also need to turn existing solutions
into action.”  

Dr. Augustine P. Mahiga,
Tanzanian ambassador to the U.N.,
said developed nations have recently
become more interested in African
development specifically because of
the optimism displayed by Africans
themselves. 

Mahiga cited the African Union’s
recent creation of the New
Partnership for Africa’s
Development, which seeks to devel-
op an integrated socio-economic
development framework for Africa,
the relative decline in conflicts and
thriving liberal capitalist markets and
politics in Africa as signs of such
locally-bred optimism. 

“Tony Blair has read the right sig-
nals out of Africa,” Mahiga said.
“Africa has taken stock of its own
economic transformation, and this is
what makes Africa different today
than during the last three decades.”   

Africans are saying that they are
ready; will wealthy countries such as
the United Kingdom be willing in
turn to follow through on their
promises and adopt consistent poli-
cies to help further Africa’s develop-
ment? 

Remi Bello (MIA1) grew up in Lagos,
Nigeria and is the founder of The Africa
Institute, a non-profit that seeks to build
awareness of sub-Saharan Africa. 
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Aid conditionality hampers African development
News Analysis by Remi Bello

Q: But Haitians hate him, don’t
they?
A: No. According to a [Gallup] poll,
which took place in Dominican
Republic [among Haitians]; most
Haitians think that Duvalier was a
far better President than his succes-
sors. This was quite a surprise out-
side Haiti. But the situation is so
dangerous today—there have been
three hundred kidnappings in the last
two months—that people long for
calm now. And when Duvalier was
in office, trouble-makers were
decapitated by his Tonton Macoutes
—his secret police—so that unoffi-
cial criminality was non-existent.

Q: During his Presidency, Haiti had
its greatest economic growth ever.
Do you think his election would be
good to Haiti?
A: I don’t think it would be good for
Haiti. There are people who say:
vote for Duvalier, because American
companies trust him, and we need
their investments. I don’t agree with
them. First, Haiti will never grow
economically if we depend on
America. There are too many politi-
cal issues with the United States that
make it dangerous for us to rely on
their help, because they could with-
draw it at any time. The second rea-
son is that if Duvalier were reelected,
it would be the end of the Haitian
democratic dream. I, for one, think
Aristide was a good man. Some peo-
ple disagree with me about that, but
at least everyone agrees on the fact

that he was a democrat. The only
thing that went wrong with him, in
my opinion, is that he did not fight
hard enough to stay in office until the
end of his term. There has never
been a single lawful transfer of
power between two presidents dur-
ing the history of Haiti. Aristide had
a chance to accomplish that, but the
Americans and the French did not let
him seize it. Still, Haiti is closer than
ever to a real democracy. All of the
progress will be lost if Duvalier was
elected. But I don’t believe in his
election. Papa Doc again?
Impossible.

Q: Whatever the name of the new
President, what will this election
change for Haiti?
A: Nothing I fear. The big problem
in Haiti is unemployment. The mili-
tia, they have nothing to do, so they
just grab some guns and kidnap rich
Haitians or Americans or Canadians
for money. They have no ideology.
The new President will need to trans-
form Haiti’s economy. We, the
Haitian-Americans, can help him by
funding projects, but we do not want
to waste our money, so we do not
want him to be corrupted. And unfor-
tunately, it seems that Haitian leaders
become corrupted very quickly once

they come to power. Aristide was a
real saint before his first term.
Everyone revered him. Not even six
months after his election though, he
already had a gorgeous house over-
looking the sea, guarded by police-
men. If this happened to Aristide,
who among the candidates will man-
age to remain pure? It is too bad that
the Haitian Supreme Court refused
the candidacy of René Basile [a
Haitian billionaire who lives in
California but was naturalized
American, which prevents him from
running for Presidency]. He was too
rich to be corrupted.

Q: You seem to be very pessimistic
about the future of Haiti.
A: I am very pessimistic in the short
run about the future of Haiti. I think
that the only easy way my country
could become rich would be through
dictatorship, like Chile or Singapore,
but I don’t want it. What I want for
my country is to become rich the
hard way. That is with democratic
institutions. I think we can achieve
that if we manage to end corruption.
This would increase the wages of the
Haitian workers, and give an incen-
tive for everyone to work. Then, we
would become like any third world
country, and the next step would be
industrialization, God willing.

Victor Fabius (MIA, dual degree with
Sciences-Po) has a strong interest in
Haiti, and hopes to visit the island when
the kidnappings stop. He originally wrote
this piece for Prof. Anne Nelson’s course,
“Writing on International Affairs.”

Haitian-American sees a long road ahead for
country’s economic and political development
Continued from Page 1

Ambassador Valery Kuchinsky
came directly from a meeting on
Norway’s proposal to strengthen
international cooperation on disar-
mament and nonproliferation. His
course at SIPA would look at that
very topic that day. 

“I’m a kind of link to what is hap-
pening at the U.N. every day,” said
Kuchinsky, Ukraine’s ambassador to
the world body and instructor of the
practicum entitled “Ukraine and the
United Nations through the Eyes of
a Ukrainian Ambassador:
Diplomacy and Politics.”

“I can bring this atmosphere and
the sense of what’s going on
today…and pass that on to stu-
dents,” he said.  

Kuchinsky has been linked to the
United Nations for decades. Since
the 1970s, he has held positions with
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
and the U.N. Secretariat.  He repre-
sented Ukraine during the country’s
third period as a non-permanent
member of the Security Council
from 2000 to 2001 and has been
Ukraine’s highest-level diplomat at
the United Nations since 2001.

After more than 30 years serving
in Egypt, Ukraine, Washington, DC
and New York, Kuchinsky believes
that “New York and the U.N. head-
quarters is the best possible post for
a diplomat.” He called the exposure
and intensity of his work “awe-
some.”  

Inspired by the city and his work
here, Kuchinsky proposed the
practicum idea to Mark von Hagen,
Director of Ukrainian Studies at
Columbia, who had previously
invited Kuchinsky to speak on pan-
els or lectures for the department.
Hagen said he was “delighted” by
Kuchinsky’s idea.  

“The main benefit of the course is
that it mainstreams Ukraine and its
perspective into a host of contested,
contemporary global issues,” Hagen
said. “The instructor is a real practi-
tioner in the art of diplomacy and an
interesting actor in Ukraine’s con-
temporary project of state-building.”  

The range of students in the semi-
nar includes undergraduates,
Columbia alumni, SIPA students and
professionals working in the field of
international relations. Many of

them share Ukrainian heritage and
an interest in the country’s role in
the world.  

Bret Woellner (MIA1) spent the
last two years in the Peace Corps in
Ukraine, where, he said, he “got
interested in everything about
Ukraine.” By taking the class, he
said, he hopes “to get a perspective
other than reading the newspaper”.  

David Kieve, a fifth-year General
Studies student, said that he believes
that, “learning politics from senior
policymakers is on par with learning
it from a top politologist, if not bet-
ter. So far, the class had met these
expectations.” 

Kuchinsky devotes the first half of
each class to lecturing on the week’s
topic and opens the floor to stu-
dents’ questions for the second hour.
Topics include international peace
and security; human rights and
humanitarian affairs; and peace-
building through sustainable devel-
opment, often from a Ukrainian per-
spective.  

Nadia Shmigel, who represents
the World Federation of Ukrainian
Women’s Organizations at the
United Nations, is auditing the class.
She noted that, “for many years,
there has been a lack of understand-
ing of Ukraine’s role and politics in
the world, and [Kuchinsky] repre-
sents that voice.” 

Although Shmigel has worked at
the world body for years, she sees
the practicum as an opportunity to
hear the ambassador’s opinions on
issues like human rights and devel-
opment, which resonate with her
organization’s work.  

Kuchinsky hopes to stir his stu-
dents’ interest in Ukraine and the
United Nations. But he also admit-
ted to another reason underlying his
decision to teach.

“I wanted to expand what I knew,
what I learned in the past,” the vet-
eran diplomat said. Engaging with
curious students each week has
required him to rethink the world in
which he has worked for decades.  

“By going over things you have
learned in the past, you can arrive at
some fascinating conclusions,” he
said.

Sarah Gray (MIA2) is an IMC concen-
trator who hopes to go to Ukraine to
hunt down some relatives of her
Ukrainian great-grandparents.

Diplomacy through the eyes
of Ukraine’s U.N. ambassador
By Sarah Gray

“There has never been a
single lawful transfer of

power between two
presidents.”
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Africans are saying that they are
ready, will wealthy countries...be

willing in turn to follow through on
their promises?



While taking a break from studying for my
Financial Accounting midterm, I over read a piece
by columnist Maureen Dowd that made me pause
before memorizing the formula for gross margin
profitability (Yeah! I got that one right!). Ms. Dowd
was saying that men prefer women who are less
successful and less powerful than they are. And her
statement was backed up by SIPA professor Sylvia
Ann Hewlett (she heads the Gender Studies
Program at SIPA). So while I was earning a gradu-
ate degree at an Ivy League institution, was I also
reducing my chances of getting a date for Saturday
night? 

Ms. Dowd wrote about a conversation she had
with a top New York producer. “He confessed that
he had wanted to ask me out on a date when he was
between marriages but nixed the idea because my
job as a Times columnist made me too intimidating.
Men, he explained, prefer women who seem mal-
leable and awed.”

It seemed to me this guy was just making a gen-
eralization about men to cover up for his own inse-
curities.

But Ms. Dowd went on to talk about noticing a
trend: “famous and powerful men took up with
young women whose job it was to care for them and
nurture them in some way: their secretaries, assis-
tants, nannies, caterers, flight attendants,
researchers and fact-checkers.” She quoted
Professor Hewlett, who says, “Nowadays, the rule
of thumb seems to be that the more successful the
woman, the less likely it is she will find a husband
or bear a child. For men, the reverse is true.”

I took a non-STATA sanctioned poll of a few guys
I know, and asked for their opinion on the subject.
A male classmate who read the article said it simply
insulted his intelligence. One single tenured profes-
sor, the son of a successful entrepreneur (his moth-
er), told me, “The double standards are rampant.
And at least in the academy, it’s not at all uncom-
mon for male profs to want a homemaker type, even
if they never really admit it.”

Homemaker type? One of my grandmothers was
a homemaker type. The other one held down a job.
So did my mother. Homemaker types are not

extinct, though. I have a
sister–in-law who went
from her mother and
father’s home to my brother’s home, and has now
made it their family’s home.

Ms. Dowd also pointed to a study showing that,
“Men would rather marry their secretaries than their
bosses, and evolution may be to blame.” Last year
researchers at the University of Michigan, using
college undergraduates as subjects, found that men
would rather marry women in subordinate jobs than
women who are supervisors. Men think that women
with important jobs are more likely to cheat on
them. But men did not show a preference when it
came to one-night stands. The male preference for a
subordinate partner was more pronounced when
males considered investing in a long-term relation-
ship. The hypothesis was that there are evolutionary
pressures on males to take steps to minimize the risk
of raising offspring that are not their own.

This same study, however, surprisingly found that
females were unaffected by their partner’s domi-
nance status, be that partner male or female. The
study also cautioned that “it may be inaccurate to
conceptualize dominant personalities and dominant
power differentials as synonymous.”

So what’s a female SIPA grad to do? Go for the
high-powered position and risk a life of living
alone? Or become an administrative assistant with
the hopes of getting a date with your boss?

A successful (and single male) author and film-
maker who teaches film studies at Yale offered his
opinion: “Men want to find their intellectual match,
á la Hep and Tracy in ‘Adam’s Rib’—that can be a
turn-on in itself. But when they can’t, or can’t face
her, they’re all too willing settle for someone slight-
ly shorter, slightly less intelligent, and better looking
than they are. Some self-loathing types might say,
‘My ideal woman wouldn’t like me anyway’ and
use that as an excuse to compromise.”

He went on, “And ultimately, smart women are
not just looking for trophy husbands. [Women] are
too smart to be just men, finally. Isn’t that some-
thing to celebrate?”

It certainly is.

X: At SIPA’s heavily-attended
Halloween party, you might have
seen your trusty columnist disguised
in a fuzzy bumblebee costume (a
last-minute Duane Reade find),
buzzing around the bar like it was a
fruity JELL-O salad at a summer
barbeque. The room had a Baz
Luhrmann-ish aura—burlesque
faces in drag and fake fur, a menagerie of cats,
bunnies and she-devils, 14 identical pimp daddies
in velvet-and-leopard print pantsuits (must have
been another Duane Reade special). Flesh
abounded in this fever-pitch environment, as shirt-
less pirates and witches in plunging black mini-
dresses roamed the floor, giving one another sul-
try glances.  

While there was a gorilla roaming around all
night who I don’t think ever revealed his true iden-
tity, most of us could—after a few double-takes—
recognize each other in our crazy get-ups. Admit
it: we were all making secret mental notes over
what the costumes indicated about each person’s
personality. Pimp daddies? Hot-to-trot. Burlesque
stars? Repressed. She-devils? See under “pimp
daddies.”  

Bumblebees? Umm, stunningly brilliant.
Our obvious enthusiasm to don a costume and

thus reveal that alter-ego fighting its way out of
our psyches made me think that perhaps it is all
the other days of the year when we really dress up.
We come off as confident, accomplished, put-
together SIPA students trying to find other perfect
people to date. So who is hiding more underneath
this everyday façade, men or women?

Now you men maybe think that I picked an easy
question this time, just to make Y feel better
because he always ends up looking sexist and silly
in these little exchanges. Women, you say, smear
creamy flesh-toned make-up all over their faces
every morning to look like porcelain dolls.
Women wear special undergarments that cost
more than a class at SIPA to give them perky
décolletage. Women play “hard to get” by putting
on disinterested airs in the hallway, and then spend
the rest of their evenings chatting on the phone
with their girlfriends about the boys at school that
they are hoping noticed them, deconstructing
every 6th-floor interaction for its romantic poten-
tial.

But men, you point out, are as straightforward
as arrows. What you see is what you get. Me man
want woman, grunt grunt. Men don’t get caught
up in piddly details such as matching their shoes
to their backpack or deconstructing the words “I’ll
call you.” Men direct their energy toward the
essentials of life—eating, drinking, studying and
getting lots of sex.

Obscene amounts of generalization notwith-
standing (since many women could care less
about matching their shoes to their backpack, and
I suppose there might be a few men out there who
don’t obsess about sex??), I would point out that
in the realm of emotional honesty, it is sadly the
case that men are more hidden, leaving their ten-
der true feelings to shiver behind a tough exterior
so as not to appear “weak.” (In the NGO world we
would call this a “gender box” and would solicit
multi-million dollar grants from DFID and
USAID in order to eradicate it along with pover-
ty.)

It’s unfortunate that many women—either
because they feel as though, or because they real-
ly are, being judged by their looks—become
bound to external ornamentation (my name is X,
and I am a lipstickaholic). But it is equally sad that
men, either because they really are averse to
mushiness, or are at least expected to seem that
way, have lost touch with the stuff that makes life
interesting: palpable, messy, passionate, honest-
to-goodness feelings. Men have been patterned to
shun sincerity, to keep vulnerability and openness
at arm’s length. While this may make them
shrewd real-estate moguls (er, over at the B-
School, that is), it can be a detriment to their per-
sonal relationships, as proven by Y’s last treatise
on how to cheat.

I noted a curious fact at the SIPA Halloween
party: while everyone was showing some skin,
there were noticeably more scantily-clad men than
women. Chest hair, deltoids, and six (or fewer
than six) packs were popping out everywhere.  It
made me think that, in the chance that Halloween
offers us to shake off our everyday façade for
another, it was the men out there who were crying
out to be seen. Either that or some mad amount of
preoccupation with their pectoral muscles.

Y: Halloween. People
KILL for this celebra-

tion. I’ll never under-
stand how people cele-
brate death so scan-
dalously. 

At SIPA’s jungle of a
Hallowee party, we had
Tarzan (in designer jeans
and fur), and a giant sil-

verback gorilla (NOT ME, despite any of my pre-
vious references to primates). True to SIPA tradi-
tion, the political spectrum was represented. A
warm welcome to Fidel Castro, whose multiple-
entry Halloween visa expired on Monday, at mid-
night. He didn’t make it and turned into a WMD,
which Madeleine Albright thought she could find
hidden somewhere close to the sixth floor lounge.
A warm welcome and goodbye to Yasser Arafat,
who paid us a short visit to confirm that angels can
be just as flighty as the demons are horny. At the
end of the night, William Wallace was still fighting
for freedom…from girls who couldn’t get enough
of his hairy chest. And Lady Liberty’s arm looked
pretty tired after holding up that torch for freedom
all night long. Then again, maybe it was just a
vodka tonic (give me your tired, your sick, your
hungover).

On to the material girls: Madonna-times-three
had an original get-up. I would’ve liked to see more
lolly-pop sucking. The three gypsies: the dance was
great, but a special thanks for the generous kisses.
Marilyn Monroe, you looked fantastic—hands
down the best, um, costume of the night... 

X, your costume was perhaps one of the most
appropriate, and I want to thank you for creating a
buzz around the revealing (and disguising) implica-
tions of Halloween costumes. There really is a lot
you can tell from the way a person dresses. Haven’t
I said that all along? But in your analysis of
Halloween’s underworld, you’re a walking contra-
diction of yellow and black.

Double Takes. It’s not the new Halloween movie
by Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen. It’s the way we
figured out who everyone was at the party.
Coincidentally, it also happens to be the manner in
which our face turns toward someone we are
attracted to, in order to check them out more than
once. Usually a sign of interest, it makes sense that
in order to maximize double-takes, both men AND
women would use more attention-grabbing cos-
tumes. With respect to the double take, at least we
can say that Halloween is an equal-opportunity cel-
ebration.

As for Halloween being an opportunity for alter
egos (and insecurities) to shine through, I’m in rel-
ative agreement on everything with you.
Apparently, men want to be pimps, and women
want to be ho’s. Some guys want to sport a big ‘fro,
and some women want to camouflage up and fight
a war. Everyone else just wants a piece of naughty,
devilish tail.

The costumes that I find much more interesting
are those we put on daily. X, your stinger was rela-
tively dull.  Let’s see what you said over there.
Women do wear the make-up and the special
undergarments. Women do play “hard to get,” and
they do play games in public and then complain
about how it doesn’t work out for them on the
phone afterwards. I mean, I know people say
women have to work twice as hard as men to be
recognized for their skill, but it’s like you’ve written
my article for me.

Contrary to what X suggests, external ornamen-
tation is not a hindrance on women. As the
Halloween party proves, if anything is adding to
consequence-free fun at SIPA, it is external orna-
mentation. In such a context, I believe SIPA guys
would be most receptive to the noble cause of erad-
icating sexually- and emotionally-impoverished
women at SIPA by 2005.

The problem is that women want it all. They want
to be the vulnerable ones, and consequently will
need to lean on a man who is a pillar of strength,
support and rationality. Yet they want a man who is
mushy? Do you want a pillar of marble, or of mud?
It’s like wanting a United Nations that’s good at
war-making and peace-keeping. It’s possible, but is
it desirable?  Emotional honesty would be far more
appealing to men if women would take the time to
step out of the gender box they construct around
themselves (and not need multi-million dollar
grants to do it).

But Halloween’s long past.  You put back on that
lipstick you’re addicted to, I’ll go back to being that
“confident, accomplished, put-together” guy you
were talking about on your side of the page, and
we’ll wait until next Halloween to figure out
whose mask is hiding what.

Growing up I became
pretty accustomed to blind-
ly trusting those who had
my best interests at heart.

True, I often asked my father why I had to do cer-
tain things, for instance: 1) give up my big bedroom
for my sister, 2) give up my playroom for my moth-
er’s office, or 3) give up my Sunday morning car-
toons for NFL football. My father’s reply was sim-
ply, “Because I said so.” I accepted this paternalistic
relationship and soon realized how the comforts of
my sister in her new room, my mother in her new
office or my father during his brief leisure time were
instrumental to our happy home life.

As his 27-year-old son, I have had a lot of time to
understand how my father’s wisdom best served my
interests. And what most helps me to respect and
trust my father is that he respects and trusts me back.
He may still order me to complete mundane tasks,
but he communicates with me before he makes
decisions that greatly affect my life. While he is the
elder and the wiser, and my provider, he understands
that he can’t know my best interests without receiv-
ing my input.

Paternalistic relationships are not relegated to
father-son relationships and are not necessarily void
of good intentions. I am sure that Fidel Castro, the
IMF and the Bush administration all believe that
they have their constituents’ best interests at heart.
But each sees the merit of using a paternalistic rela-
tionship to achieve their aims, whether it is “pro-
tecting” the Cuban Revolution, “stabilizing” the
Argentine economy, or “bringing democracy” to
Iraq.

But when the Cuban people emigrate to the US,
when Argentines protest IMF policy en masse, and
sub-national Iraqi groups wage war against
American military occupation, are those claims still
valid? In fact, there are other forces beyond the
“apparent” power of these global actors that play an
integral role in causing reactions to paternalistic
relations, i.e. the U.S. embargo, the global capitalist
system, American corporate interests. And when
these actors overstep their bounds, they must be
held accountable.

While Fidel Castro, the IMF and the Bush admin-
istration are very different, they share the same

paternalistic, top-down approach that says, “Trust
me, I have your best interests at heart.” But it has lit-
tle to do with trust. They owe it to those they claim
to serve to set up mechanisms that involve their con-
stituents in the processes that affect their lives. If
they truly cared about their constituents’ best inter-
ests, shouldn’t these interests drive their actions?
Whether I trust my father or not does not change the
fact that he feels the duty to not only make himself
available for coffee, but in the first place, to take the
initiative to learn straight from my mouth what I
consider in my best interest. 

We need to worry about these kinds of relation-
ships at SIPA, too. In the interest of efficiency, every
minute decision that goes into administering SIPA
does not require student input. But it’s also not
appropriate to make major decisions while never
considering student needs. Giving up the 6th floor
event space for the Office of Student Affairs may
ultimately have been a good decision. But this does
not excuse denying students a participatory process
in which they can be persuaded of the rationale or
offer alternative choices. Solving this problem could
entail: gathering student input via established mech-
anisms such as SIPASA; student representation on
decision-making committees; and holding forums
or “town halls” that pay more than just lip service to
student issues. Most importantly, students need to be
willing to make their involvement a central piece of
the decisions that greatly affect student life. It is cer-
tainly appropriate for students to have decision-
making power when choosing whether to replace a
major venue for student-run events with SIPA
administration offices, or, if we should have a grad-
uation speaker well-suited to speaking on interna-
tional affairs rather than one that speaks on the glob-
al spread of professional basketball.

Paternalism may be acceptable in some limited
form in our relationships with our parents and
guardians, but this should not pervade our relation-
ships within an institution where we are learning to
become policymakers.  Unless, of course, we are
seeking to replicate the top-down approach of Fidel
Castro, the IMF and the Bush administration. If this
is the case, SIPA needs a new motto – one that says
we are learning how to run the world, not to change
it.
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