
Identity Politics: Turkey in the EU

Flags of Turkey and the European Union over the dome of a mosque
in Istanbul, Turkey. Muslim, secular Turkey began talks for member-
ship in the predominantly Christian European Union on Oct. 4, 2005.

Turkey’s obstacles to member-
ship in the European Union (EU)
boil down to one thing: identity.
The EU consists of mostly
Christian nations; Turkey is pre-
dominantly Muslim. And despite
Turkey’s technical eligibility to be
a member of the EU, it is struggling
to get a foot in the door.

Turkey set foot on the path to
joining the EU more than four
decades ago, in 1959, when it
applied for associate membership
in the European Economic
Community (EEC), the EU’s pre-
decessor. Almost all Turkish gov-
ernments, except for the Islamist
government of Necmettin Erbakan

(199S-97), have pursued European
integration as a top-priority policy.
After intense negotiations and
missed deadlines, the EU has final-
ly opened accession talks with
Turkey, ironically under the ruling
of the moderately Islamist Justice
and Development Party. By open-
ing the accession talks, EU states
have agreed that Turkey has satis-
fied the three main criteria: “exis-
tence of rule of law, democracy and
respect for human rights.” But
Turkey still has a long way to go.

Scholars argue that the technical
problems Turkey will face while
aligning its domestic laws and
economy with the European acquis

(the total body of EU law) will not
be very different from those of cur-
rent members. Turkey’s adoption
of 10 constitutional reform pack-
ages in the past three years demon-
strates the ruling party’s commit-
ment to EU membership. Also,
Turkey’s dynamic economy has
recovered from the 2001 fiscal cri-
sis, with its inflation rate at a 35-
year low and a banking sector that
is better-regulated and more robust.
Once Europe took Turkey serious-
ly, Turkey did its homework well. 

According to optimistic esti-
mates, the EU’s population of 455

Continued on Page 5

Haiti’s turbulent presidential
election came to a close on
February 1S, with René Préval`
former president, one-time ally of
ousted leader Jean-Bertrand
Aristide and ex-leader of Aristide’s
Lavalas Family Party`declared
the winner. Claims of fraud and
election-rigging plagued all sides.
However, many Haitians who have
been living under an interim gov-
ernment for more than two years
believe that Préval’s win is a sign
of progress. 

Préval finished a full term of
presidency in 2001 (elected by bb
percent of the popular vote) to
retire to the countryside, where he
organized agrarian cooperatives
producing coffee and orange juice,
built a school and Internet center
and bankrolled a bamboo furniture

factory and a 50-piece orchestra.
He stayed there until he was pulled
into this year’s election late in the
campaign season by peasants who
said he was their sole hope for eco-
nomic and political salvation. 

Préval said in a Los Angeles
Times interview, “When 1,000
peasants came to me...and told me I
would be a traitor if I didn’t agree
to be their candidate for president, I
had to go along.”

After having served as prime
minister for eight months in 1991,
Préval went into exile following a
coup. He was only the second
democratically elected head of
state in the 200 years since Haiti’s
independence, and the only presi-
dent to complete a full term. He
was also the protégé of former
Prime Minister Aristide, the popu-

lar leader who was ousted in a 1991
coup led by Guy Phillipe and Jodel
Chamblain. Phillipe, a former
Haitian military officer, was
accused of human rights abuses by
organizations such as Human
Rights Watch and of drug traffick-
ing by the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) in 2001.
Chamblain was the former second-
in-command of the CIA-trained
paramilitary death squad, the Front
for Advancement and Progress in
Haiti (FRAPH). Thousands of
Lavalas supporters are said to have
been killed during the coup. 

Préval, no longer with Lavalas,
has a political party of his own,
Lespwa, which means “hope” in
Creole. His supporters, the majori-

Continued on Page 6

An employer information session
took an exciting turn on January 31
when student protesters questioned
Tom, a representative of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), for his
employer’s record on torture.

Tom is an agent of the CIA’s
Clandestine Services. He would
not give his last name in order to
preserve his covert status. The port-
ly, middle-aged intelligence officer,
who joked that the agency
employed “too many old, fat white
guys like me,” was met by the
International Socialist Organization
and the Campus Antiwar Network.
During the presentation, protesters`a
mix of dreadlocked and argyle-clad
undergraduates`stood quietly in
the wings of the packed classroom

with signs that read, among other
things, “Stop Torture Now” and “CIA:
Creating Imperialism Abroad.”  

Tom’s presentation dealt with the
mundane details of applying for a
job with the CIA, such as drug test-
ing and the security clearance pro-
cess. He also explained the skills
the CIA seeks in applicants, and the
agency’s requirement that employ-
ees be capable of “dealing with
ambiguity.”  

He also demystified the job of a
covert agent, saying “It’s not the
goofy James Bond type of stuff.
You won’t be eating MREs (Meals-
Ready-to-Eat) out of a backpack, or
shooting bad guys. If you want 

Continued on Page 3
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René Préval supporters hug during a demonstration outside the electoral commission in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, Feb. 12, 200S. Throngs of supporters chanted and sang to put pressure on the commission as a slow
vote count showed the former president just shy of the 50 percent margin he needed to avoid a runoff. 
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“Columbia has a great and noble
mission,” University President Lee
Bollinger said to student group
leaders at a February 3 meeting.
“And to fulfill that mission,” he
continued, “we need more space.”

Students complaining about the
lack of lounges and the scarcity of
social areas would not disagree: the
university is squeezed between
Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue
on Manhattan’s Upper West Side;
its students spill out into the streets
in a daily effort to breathe.

What many of them take issue
with, however, is the manner in
which university officials are going
about the process of expansion.

Nell Geiser is a student activist
and member of the Student
Coalition on Expansion and
Gentrification, formed to deal with

Columbia’s proposed expansion.
“There is a lot of concern that the
university should be held account-
able to the community that lives (in
the surrounding area),” she said.

The site of the proposed expan-
sion is Manhattanville`an area
five blocks uptown from the
Morningside Heights campus, from
125th to 133rd Street, west of
Broadway. Bollinger claimed that
the area is only inhabited by 150
residents and assured concerned
students that displacement would
be minimal.

But many remained unconvinced 
that the university has the commu-
nity’s best interests at heart, since
Bollinger neglected to mention that
the two buildings which house

Continued on Page 2

CIA Agent Spars with Socialists Pr?valA Power to the People of Haiti
By Carinne Meyer By Michael Roston

By Yigit Sipahi
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By Jayati Vora

Columbia’s “Noble Mission”
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Continued from Page 1
these residents are participants in
the Tenant Interim Lease (TIL)
program. Through the TIL, the City
of New York allows tenants who
meet certain conditions to purchase
their units for h250 after a period of
three years. For some of these ten-
ants, this period is about to expire.
If Columbia’s plans are successful,
the city will hand over the leases to
the university. While alternative
housing can be provided to these
tenants, they will lose the opportu-
nity to own their homes.

And these are just the people who
will have to physically leave the
area to make way for Columbia.
The other major problem facing the
Manhattanville expansion proposal
is that the neighborhood sits next to
one of the most important cultural
landmarks in the United States: the
historic black neighborhood of
Harlem. Opponents of Columbia’s
entry into the neighborhood argue
not only that the project would dis-
place those living directly in its
path, but also that it would dramat-
ically alter the vibrant African
American community adjoining
it`a neighborhood that Nelson
Mandela has called “the black cap-
ital of the world.”

The ripple effect of gentrifica-
tion`the process in which proper-
ty values increase in developing
areas and low-income residents are
forced out`could affect the entire
neighborhood. In Harlem, gentrifi-

cation means that students and fac-
ulty could take the place of long-
time community members.

It also means that a neighborhood
synonymous with black arts and
culture`with the Apollo Theater,
the springboard for many black
musicians and stand-up comedians;
with the Audubon Ballroom, where
Malcolm i was killed; with the
Lenox Lounge and other nests of
jazz still hugging the curbs`might
have to make way for other com-
munities. As Maritta Dunn, long-
time Harlem resident and head of
Community Board Nine, the liai-
son between the community and
the university, put it: “What if there
were no black people in Harlem?” 

Just as alarming for the Harlem
community is the notion of emi-
nent domain. This refers to the
power of the state or municipality
to take private property for public
use in return for just compensation.
In 2005, a controversial Supreme
Court judgment broadened the use
of eminent domain to include pri-
vate economic profit, meaning that
Columbia could use the process to
pursue its expansion project.
Columbia has refused to take eminent
domain “off the table,” while publicly
reassuring community members that it
hopes it won’t have to put it to use. 

Residents of Harlem remain sus-
picious of the university, especially
since Columbia clandestinely gave
h350,000 to the Empire State
Development Corporation last year

to retain the option of eminent
domain.

Harlem’s distrust of Columbia is
the result of a long history of what
many in the community see as bul-
lying by the university. In 19Sb,
Columbia acquired a 50-year lease
for most of Morningside Park to
build a new gymnasium. The park,
which serves the crowded West
Harlem area, went for a nominal
h3,000 per year.  By the admission
of then-Columbia trustee Harold
McGuire, purchasing a comparable
piece of property in the neighbor-
hood would have cost the universi-
ty h1.7 million. Columbia planned
a separate back door entrance for
Harlem residents, who would only
have access to 11 percent of the
gym’s facilities (it was dubbed
“Gym Crow” by students who held
sit-ins and took over campus build-
ings in protest). The escalating
protests and riots caused enough
bad publicity that the university
was forced to abandon the project.

Today, Bollinger dismisses
protesters by saying, “The people
who criticize Columbia are really
missing the point.”

But Dunn and a 1,000-strong
mailing list of residents and stu-
dents opposed to the expansion
project disagree. They question the
genuineness of Bollinger’s sops:
offers to construct a public school
on university land and provide
9,000 new jobs to the Harlem com-
munity. Dunn said, “No one asked

us if we needed it, what kind of a
school we needed. The first we
heard about it was when (Mayor)
Bloomberg was talking about it in a
speech. Columbia never dignified
us by asking us about a school.
That tells you how much they value
the community.”

Geiser contests Bollinger’s figure
of 9,000 new jobs. She says, “Most
of those jobs are for Ph.D.s, for
laboratory technicians, professors
and researchers. Harlem residents
can’t fill those jobs.” The real num-
ber, 20 percent to 30 percent of
9,000, is only marginally higher
than the existing jobs.  

David Maurrasse, Assistant
Professor at the School of
International and Public Affairs
and the author of Listening to
Harlem, a book about the econom-
ic development of the community,

agreed that the university needs
space. “But Harlem also needs
space,” he said. “And because
there is a shared need for space,
Columbia has to take the commu-
nity into account.”

In the meantime, West Harlem’s
residents are mobilizing to save
their community. Tom de Mott, a
resident of 125th Street, works with
the Coalition to Preserve
Community, which liaises with
Community Board Nine. Mott, like
his neighbors, said that he is not
going to give in without a fight.
“It’s an attempt to drive out one
community and supplant it with
another,” he said. “We’ll fight it for
10 years, with 10 lawsuits.”

Jayati Vora (MIA1) wants to go to
Amateur Night at the Apollo Theater.
E-mail her if you would like a date.
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There are two ceremonies con-
nected to graduation from SIPA:
our own graduation ceremony for
graduates of SIPA programs, and
the university commencement
where academic year 2005-0S
degrees are officially conferred on
graduates from all Columbia
schools. The SIPA ceremony will
be held the afternoon of Monday,
May 15 in Riverside Church. It is
students in the MPA and MIA pro-
grams, the Program in Economic
Policy Management (PEPM), the
Executive MPA program (EMPA)
and the MPA in Environmental
Science and Policy program
(MPAgESP). It will include a pro-
cession of the graduates, an address
by a guest speaker and the reading
of each graduate’s name as they
come to the stage to be congratulat-
ed by the dean and faculty mem-
bers. The university commence-
ment is for graduates of all
Columbia schools, and takes place

on the main campus on Wednesday,
May 17. Although this is the more
informal of the two ceremonies, it
is where your degree is officially
conferred by President Bollinger;
diplomas are distributed at SIPA.

As graduation approaches, the
Office of Student Affairs (OSA)
will disseminate information via e-
mail and on the website.

If you are to receive a diploma
this May, your first priority is to
check that you have fulfilled your
degree requirements and filed the
appropriate paperwork. For MIA
and MPA students, this means fill-
ing out an “Application for
Degree” form and submitting an
approved Concentration Audit
form to OSA. Students in the
PEPM, EMPA and MPAgESP pro-
grams should consult their respec-
tive program office about graduation
certification and participation.

To preserve the integrity of the
event, OSA will limit participation
to students who are expected to fin-

ish all degree requirements, includ-
ing language proficiency and
internship, by May 15, 200S.
Tickets will only be distributed to
students who have registered for
their remaining requirements in the
spring semester and have cleared
up pending issues from previous
semesters. If you have any doubts
about your eligibility to participate,
please check with a dean in the
OSA (MIA and MPA students) or
your program office.

Co*r#e RSal*at$on ?e#*lt# 
Last spring SIPA students com-

pleted more than 4S00 online eval-
uations of 170 courses, with an
average response rate of b2 per-
cent. Staff in the Faculty and
Curriculum Affairs office read
them over the winter break and
through January, focusing on new
instructors, and moving to any
instructor with numerical scores
below average. Others were scruti-
nized later for student feedback not
evident in aggregate scores. The
majority of courses received strong
evaluations with constructive sug-

gestions for improvement, and
those instructors were referred to
the Courseworks evaluation system
for feedback. The administration
provided individual feedback to
instructors in 5b courses. Twenty-
eight instructors had received rave
reviews from their students, and we
thanked them for their dedication
to teaching. Among those are
Professors Bubula, Dong, Doyle,
Eimecke, Fedrigotti, Fried,
Goodman, Jackson, Jestaz,
Lansner, Lindenmayer, Luck, May-
Landy, Morgan, Nersesian,
Penfold, Rivera-Batiz, Salomons,
Robb, Sawyer, Schiffrin, Seznec,
Schlenker, Simpson, Ting and
Tjossem.

Follow-up depended also on the
type of course, the nature of the
criticisms and the instructor’s
appointment. Decisions ranged
from dismissal of an instructor on a
short-term appointment, to exten-
sive discussions on improving
course structure or the instructor’s
teaching style, to brief discussions
to review the instructor’s plan for
improvement. Fourteen courses
had mixed reviews, prompting

either email exchanges or phone
calls to discuss plans for improving
the course. In four cases, the con-
cerns expressed in student evalua-
tions were serious enough to
prompt extended conversations
andgor meetings with the faculty; in
seven cases the course or instructor
in question was not renewed.

These evaluations become a per-
manent part of the instructor’s
record. The Office of the Vice
President requires that they are
incorporated in the report sent with
a nomination for promotion for
full-time members of the faculty.
Students have access to course
evaluation data online as a tool for
making course selections, and
beginning in May, both data and
comments can be read in hardcopy
in Student Affairs. 

The faculty and the administra-
tion appreciate the time that stu-
dents invest in providing construc-
tive criticism (and praise) on the
curriculum, and we hope that the
level and quality of feedback will
continue to be strong when it is
time to complete evaluations at the
end of the spring semester.
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A Manhattanville gas station in the path of Columbia’s proposed expansion.
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Yian Huang (MIA, first semester) is
an award-winning photographer
from Singapore with a split person-
ality: he has also worked as a manage-
ment consultant and an officer in the
army, run the Hawaii Ironman Triathlon
and climbed the highest mountains on
five continents. We asked him about
models, the army and the perfect photo.

What d$d ;o* do @orSports Ill*stratedZ 
I photographed a Brazilian model on
the beach; it wasn’t too painful. It
was the first time someone hired me
for a job I would have paid for. 
[o! !a# ,e$ng an ar+; o@@$'erZ 
I had a really good time, which was
ironic because most people hate it. I
was a bit of a nerd so I loved it. I got
to run around and blow things up. I
was a demolition expert. It was a lot
of responsibility for a 19 year old
but it was a great experience. 
I@ ;o* 'o*ld %hotogra%h an;th$ng """
When I was a bit more nalve I used
to think that there was a photo that

could end war. It wouldn’t be
grotesque or graphic but one that
would have a lot of hope in it. It
would be one that would get people to
stop, look at it, and think. People say
there is no photo worth dying for but
I believe that if I could find that
photo it would indeed be worth
dying for.
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If you look at this newspaper’s
masthead`that gray box listing all
our writers, photographers, etc.`
you’ll see a line at the bottom
where the editors claim responsi-
bility for the content of
Communiqué. Around the world,
the issue of editorial responsibility
has been the subject of intense
debate over the past several weeks,
as riots erupted in Muslim commu-
nities from Syria to Indonesia in
response to cartoons of the Prophet
Muhammad first published in the
Danish newspaper Jyllands-
Posten. The death toll of those
riots`at least 34 as we go to
press`underlines that the debate is
more than theoretical.

Every editor in history has faced
decisions about what information
to include and how to present it.
Fortunately, our decisions at
Communiqué are generally not
matters of life and death. However,
we still face difficult choices in
every section of the paper: Is a sex
toy demonstration for undergrads
worth covering in SIPA News?
How much factual information do
Policy Pages writers need to back
up their opinions? Where is the line
between Policy Pages and World
Affairs? Who should get column
space on the Back Page?

There are no answers to these
questions in the AP Style Guide or
Webster’s. So we either have edito-
rial policies or make it up as we go
along. Even at a small student
paper, it’s not easy. The media are
supposed to be the fourth estate;
they are expected to give a voice to
those who have none, be the stan-

dard-bearers for truth and provide a
forum for debate`all challenging
tasks. Tasks that get more compli-
cated when you throw in issues like
editorial authority. How much is
too much? How much is not enough? 

The mainstream debate surround-
ing the cartoon controversy has
centered on freedom of the press
and the sanctity of religious sym-
bols. What it should focus on,
instead, is the issue of editorial
responsibility. The Muhammad cari-
catures were designed to provoke.
According to Flemming Rose,
Jyllands-Posten’s culture editor,
“In a secular society, Muslims have to
live with the fact of being ridiculed,
scoffed at and made to look ridiculous.”

Other editors across Europe
apparently felt Muslims should tol-
erate far more than that. Even as
the initial peaceful protests over the
cartoons were turning to violent
riots, editors at publications in
France, Germany, the Netherlands,
Italy, Spain and elsewhere went to
press with the images.

Arguments that newspapers should
take a stand on “free speech” confuse
the issue of growing intolerance
with freedom of the press. We
believe in press freedom`it’s part
of the reason we are journalists`
but we also believe that editors
(and writers and cartoonists) are
responsible for what they print.

We agree with Voltaire, who said:
“I disapprove of what you say, but
I will defend to the death your right
to say it.”

When it is other people’s deaths
that are at stake, however, an editor
should intervene.

9"9<"=>    \

SIPASA Speaks Editorial by SIPASA Co-President
Mario Chamorro

The first time I heard of SIPA
was in 2002. Professor Emicke,
director of SIPA’s Picker Center,
was in Bogotm to lecture on public
management at the Universidad
Externado de Colombia, a sister
school of SIPA. He said that SIPA’s
students, from more than 90 coun-
tries, had a common vision toward
the world’s problems. 

From that day, SIPA never left
my mind. Two years later, I quit my
job, sold all my belongings and
moved to Boston to learn English
and apply to SIPA. 

Six months have passed since
school started and I am now part of
the SIPA community, where more
than 30 student groups represent
countless interests. Where
Associate Deans “drop by” our
socials. Where b0 percent of stu-
dents voted in student government
elections. Where the Dean stays in
school until 10:30 p.m. to listen to
students’ concerns. I am part of
SIPA, you are too, and we all have
rights and responsibilities.

It is now SIPA’s S0th anniversary
year; it is particularly important to
participate and meet alumni. I
encourage you to participate in
class gift activities as this will help
students get fellowships, which

will be one of our legacies. 
On April 3, there will be a Town

Hall meeting with Dean Anderson
where we can share our concerns.
SIPASA’s Committee on
Instruction representatives will be
open to suggestions, so please
share your thoughts during office
hours. Dean Anderson will also
conduct monthly office hours on
the sixth floor. 

We are working with the admis-
sions office and the MPA Student
Association for the MIAgMPA open
houses to be held this April. We
encourage you to participate and
give the new applicants a taste of
what SIPA can offer. I would also
like to congratulate LASA (Latin
American Student Association) for
its wonderful job co-organizing a
conference on capital markets and
microfinance in Latin America,
proving that it is possible to work
with other Columbia schools. From
the SIPASA office we will try to
channel and represent the ideas of
the student body. Our mission is to
empower students by creating link-
ages and coordinating interaction
between students, the administra-
tion and the SIPA community. I
encourage you all to work together for
our community, the SIPAcommunity.

!t#$ent o) the Fortni.ht

Continued from Page 1
that, you’d better go somewhere
else.”

During the question and answer
session, students worked to change
the tenor of the discussion. As one
protester asked if the CIA currently
engages in torture, other participants
complained, “We’re not here for that!” 

The recruiter seemed unfazed. He
said, “I know nothing beyond what
the news says about (torture). I
know nothing more than you do. I
may know less.” He said the CIA
incorporates different political
views: “Our parking lot before the
election looked like any parking lot
in America with all the bumper
stickers for different presidential
candidates.”

But when students persisted in
asking questions, turning to such
topics as CIA-sponsored assassina-
tions, he cut off the exchange. “I’m
not taking any more questions from
the wings,” he said. “It’s hard to
know who’s who, no one is wear-
ing a uniform.”

The Office of Career Services
(OCS) called campus security upon
learning of the presence of the
protesters. OCS Director Meg
Heenahan said, “Students have the

right to peacefully demonstrate;
however, we felt that it was respon-
sible to confer with security as a
precautionary measure to insure
that students... were able to obtain
the information they were seeking
without disruption.”

Dan Oleks (MIA2), who attend-
ed, questioned the protest’s useful-
ness. “My primary reaction was the
futility of it at an employment
information session.” According to
Oleks, it was “a waste of every-
body’s time.”

But Kristin Wall, a Barnard stu-
dent expecting to graduate in 200b
and affiliated with the International
Socialist Organization, felt she and
the other protesters had an impor-
tant role to play. “There is a lot that
went unsaid, a lot of propaganda,”
she said. “We may be seen as agita-
tors, but we asked honest questions
about important ethical issues.”

Oleks didn’t think those in atten-
dance needed ethical issues raised
for them. “I don’t think you go to a
CIA information session with the
same assumptions as going to the
U.N. Normally you have an inkling
of the background of the CIAp I
don’t know if they opened any eyes
of nalve people. I think the only

people who were nalve were a
bunch of undergraduates.”

When asked if OCS has any role
to play in getting students to think
about the ethical profile of poten-
tial employers, Heenahan said,
“We do not feel that it is our role to
impose any values on choices that
students make.” Meanwhile, she did
not think that the protest would discour-
age the agency from returning. “The
CIA has had experience with protesters
in the past,” she explained.

Tom, the CIA recruiter, was
unwilling to answer this question
himself as he worked his way out
of the crowded room at the end of
the session. “We have to clear all
media requests,” he said.

Michael Roston (MIA2) often accuses 
classmates of working for the CIA.

CIA Agent Spars With Socialists at OCS Function

Self Portrait taken with a large 
mirror and many falls. Paris 2004.
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place of the hawkish Sharon, I saw
a leader who had the courage to
make painful concessions for
peace`a man who could lead
Israel in her struggle for peace and
security.

Sharon’s greatest quality has
always been his ability to think out-
side the box. It’s ironic for his
mind, of all things, to betray him
now. From establishing the 101
commando unit, to molding Israel’s
legendary paratrooper brigade, to
his decision to launch the Lebanon
War, for better or worse, his
thoughts have always been origi-
nal. He established the Likud party
against the wishes of his colleagues
who maintained that the exercise
was the dangerous fantasy of a
political novice. Later, as prime
minister, he did the seemingly
impossible: the very man who was
once known as the “father of the
settler movement” led Israel’s dis-
engagement from the Gaza Strip
and parts of the West Bank.

Without Sharon, the political
establishment will change. With all
due respect to Amir Peretz, Bibi
Netanyahu, and the Kadima Party,
Sharon is the only person who
could have shouldered such dra-
matic change without widespread
support. He is the last in the line of
David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first
prime minister. Ben-Gurion
believed the job of a leader was to
lead not according to the latest
polls but with original thoughts

about what is best for his or her
country.

Israel will be forced to say good-
bye to Sharon, one of its last his-
toric leaders. While his absence
leaves a void, Israelis should not
allow themselves to be dragged
into the same kind of infantile or
supernatural thinking that para-
lyzed them after Yitzhak Rabin was

killed, as if our whole destiny
depended on one man. It is our
responsibility to keep moving
along the path that Sharon paved
for us, the young generation who
never stopped believe in peace. We
must`and we will`bring peace. 

Before SIPA, Boaz Nol (MIA1) was
a political activist in Israel.

In 2000, Ariel Sharon sat at the
helm of the main opposition party
in Israel, Likud. At the same time, I
was leading a new grassroots
movement, Awakening, whose goal
was to engage Israeli society to
affect change. In place of the old-
guard politicians, we wanted to
mobilize Israel’s progressive
youth. On the top of our agenda
was to change the law that allowed
healthy ultra-orthodox males
studying in a Yeshiva, a religious
Jewish school, to be exempted
from Israel’s mandatory military
service. In order to gain recogni-
tion, members of Awakening
staged a hunger strike that lasted
more than 10 days. 

Despite it being an unpopular
issue, especially with the religious
political parties, Sharon stood
before the Israeli parliament and
voted to change the law exempting
“Yeshiva boys” from service. He
proclaimed that all young, healthy
men in a Yeshiva should have equal
obligation to serve in the military.
Newspaper headlines across the
country claimed that Sharon ruined
his chances of ever becoming
Prime Minister. But he wasn’t con-
cerned with what the newspapers
had to say, and as is obvious today,
the papers were wrong. 

On the night when the interna-
tional newspapers made their false

predictions, Sharon came to visit
me.  He joined us in the tent where
Awakening was staging the hunger
strike. He came to support us and
our struggle. He came once and
several different media organiza-
tions interviewed him about the
political risk associated with his
decision. But then, at two o’clock
in the morning, he returned, this
time alone`no cameras and no
bodyguards. He came only to ask
that I end my hunger strike. It had
been 10 days and he was worried
about my health. 

“Nothing is worth it,” he said. I
refused. Six years later he is the
Prime Minister of Israel. And now
it is his health that is in question.

In the days immediately follow-
ing Sharon’s stroke, there was a
great deal of sadness and confusion
in Israel. Israelis listened to the
news all day, everywhere. Some
prayed for Sharon’s health to
improve, waiting for any small
sign, even tiny movements of his
finger or toe. It was`is`hard to
believe that this is the end of
Sharon’s leadership.

I never voted for Ariel Sharon.  I
still remember myself as a four
year old sitting on my father’s
shoulders at an anti-Sharon demon-
stration during the Lebanon War.
Years later, my perceptions of him
would change considerably. In

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon smiles during a question and answer
session with Israeli news editors at the Journalist’s Association in Tel
Aviv, Israel, in this Dec. 1, 2005 photo. Sharon underwent an additional
brain scan on Jan. 7, 200S, as doctors prepared to assess how much dam-
age the Israeli leader has suffered from his severe stroke.

You informed me that you made the decision not to print the two-page
comic strip that I prepared on the “cartoons controversy” in this edition
of Communiqué, given the context surrounding the topic.

I want to thank you for allowing me to explain the situation. Also, I
sincerely understand your concerns as editors responsible for the con-
tent of the paper in this loaded context, but also in the rather politically
correct environment of SIPA or, more broadly, of the United States,
whose President called the cartoons “offensive.” Offensive they certain-
ly were, but I don’t think this is the issue. Rather, I think the issues are:

(1) It is one thing to feel offended by some bad`yet most likely
legal`cartoons (that do not match in ferocity previous cartoons pub-
lished in Europe on other religious figures); it is another thing to call for
the death of the cartoonists, their fellow citizens or to burn flags and
yogurts;

(2) It is one thing to fight racism or to call for the “respect” of peo-
ple’s beliefs; it is a different thing to have to abide by the values of the
believers or to fear for one’s life when you criticize the criminal use or
the perversion of a religion on the basis of facts;

(3) It is unbearable to feel this atmosphere of fear, intimidation and
ignorance, to hear or read that this is just a sign of “Islamophobia” as
the French ban on headscarves was described (the reactions in France
both to the ban and to the cartoons were few and controlled), or to read
that it is like making fun of the Holocaust;

(4) I wonder what is more insulting to Islam, these cartoons or the fact
that those bombings were organized by people pretending to act in the
name of Allah. Asking this question is seen as an act of racism by many;
a Jordanian editorialist asked it in an editorial after the cartoons mess
started, and was sacked and arrested the following day;

(5) It is amazing to me that so few seem to realize that in these coun-
tries democrats, journalists, women, men, are fighting for the kind of
rights that “we” are so prone to give away out of fear of those fanatics
who prevent their fellow citizens from enjoying the same rights.

If you wish to view the comic strip, please go to
http:ggweb.mac.comgmanuinnewyorkgiWebg7FD2E590-BA1D-4Cb3-
9S55-D9BA0Cb21120gWelcome.html, my website under construction.

Emmanuel Letouzé
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Rising oil prices`the frequent
complaint of American con-
sumers`are the result of many dif-
ferent forces around the globe. U.S.
citizens have only minimal control
over some of these factors, such as
the growing oil-consuming middle-
classes in developing countries like
India and China driving up the
demand for fuel. However,
American consumers have more
control over oil prices than they
may realize, and the source of that
control is often parked in their own
driveways. 

Despite increasing rates of con-
sumption in developing countries,
the United States remains the
world’s largest consumer of oil. In
2005, America consumed 21.5 mil-
lion barrels of oil, compared to
China’s consumption of S.S million
barrels of oil. U.S. cars are guz-
zling the bulk of oil imports`and
demand is only increasing.

Why is America’s demand for
petroleum so high? Public trans-
portation is not keeping up with the
building boom in suburbs, which
forces many Americans to drive
longer distances to work and to the
nearest grocery store. But that is
not the whole story. There’s anoth-
er factor that is as visible as the
hulking vehicle in your rear-view
mirror: the ubiquitous sport-utility
vehicle, or SUV. 

The SUV, known in some coun-
tries as a four-wheel drive, is cur-
rently jamming U.S. roadways. In
1990, SUVs made up 5 percent of
the American fleet. Today, they
make up almost 54 percent. 

In his State of the Union address,
President Bush called on America
to adopt a serious national policy
geared toward increasing energy
efficiency and independence.
Reducing dependence on foreign
oil would be the single greatest
multiplier of American power in
the world.

It’s true that there is no silver bul-
let that will entirely solve
America’s energy problem, but
there is one that goes a long way:
decreasing the amount of gas-guz-
zling cars on U.S. roadways. The
new super-sized Ford Excursion,
for example, gets about 12 miles
per gallon. By driving more of the
fuel-efficient cars that get 40 miles
per gallon, consumption would fall
by approximately 3 million barrels
of oil per day. That could translate
into a sustained drop in the price of
a single barrel.  

In addition, the United States’
consumption of oil has negative
political repercussions around the
globe. President George Bush has
stated that Iran is linked to Islamic
extremism and violence. However,
Americans are consuming the oil
that funds this violence.

Iran is the world’s second-largest
exporter of oil. At a time when oil
fetches more than hS0 per barrel,
and export levels of oil hover
around three million barrels per
day, the math is simple. Despite
massive economic inefficiency,

Iran has built up foreign reserves of
h30 billion. Some of this cash is
paving the way for nuclear devel-
opment, while part of it is funneled
to terrorist groups. 

Iran’s situation is reflected in
other parts of the region. Many
Middle Eastern governments are
likely to have easy access to huge
surpluses for years, making it easi-
er for them to stick to the status quo
and avoid reform.

Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest
oil producer, will probably have a
budget surplus of more than h12
billion this year. That allows it to
maintain the status quo, bribing
Wahhabi imams and building
schools such as Al Tagher, where
Osama bin Laden was educated.

While America spends enormous
time, money and effort attempting
to deal with the effects of corrupt
regimes, Uncle Sam and his citi-
zens are actively fueling part of the
cause. 

Gadi Ungar (MIA2) is concentrat-
ing in International Energy and
Management Policy (IEMP).

A0erica: 45eling Terror with S;<s
By Gadi Ungar
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This is the 2005 Ford Excursion, which is assembled in Louisville,
Kentucky. The last Ford Excursion, a super-sized sport-utility vehicle,
rolled off the assembly line Sept. 30, 2005, as the automaker shifted its
focus to producing more fuel-efficient vehicles.
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SIPASA Speaks
SIPASA and the Committee on Instr2ction in4ite 5o2 to
take a 7-min2te  St2dent S2r4e5 on Co2rse9orks. The
s2r4e5 pro4ides an opport2nit5 to gi4e 5o2r feed-
back@both positi4e and negati4e@abo2t o2r school.
The res2lts 9ill help g2ide SIPASA’s 9ork in repre-
senting 5o2r concerns to the administration. The5 9ill
also be presented at the To9n Call on Donda5, April F,
9here the administration 9ill respond.
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With the victory of Hamas, the global
community has a stark and simple

choice. The world will either support the
incoming Palestinian government, or it will
significantly decrease economic aid, which is
a vital component of the Palestinian budget
for years.

On January 17, 200S, Hamas spokesman
Smi Abu quhri stated plainly that “Hamas is
not running in the election on the basis of the

Oslo Accords, but on the basis of its political
program, which rejects these agreements.”
The next day, the Associated Press reported
that Hamas leader and candidate Mahmoud
qahar asserted that Hamas “is not going to
acknowledge the ownership of any inch of
Israel on this holy land. We are not looking to
Israel as a partner now or in the future.”

Such statements do not bode well for the peace
process, and are a primary indicator that the
new Palestinian Authority (PA) will be one of
terror and resistance, not negotiation. Ismail
Hania, recently nominated as prime minister,
said: “Hamas will stay faithful to jihad, to
resistance, to guns, to Palestine and to
Jerusalem.” If Israel ever had a partner for
peace, such a partnership is now out of reach.

Hamas’ statements signal its refusal to end
the use of terrorism and abandon its call for
the destruction of Israel now that it has taken
hold of the Palestinian legislature. Hamas is
considered a terrorist organization by the
United States and European Union and

should not be legitimized as a party in the
democratic process until it disarms,
renounces violence and recognizes Israel’s
right to exist.

In the past decade alone, the new Palestinian
government has carried out more than 100
major terrorist attacks that have killed more
than 500 people, of whom b4 percent were
civilians. And yet the global community remains
undecided.

It might take notice of a bill gaining pop-
ularity in the U.S. House of
Representatives, legislation designed to
stop American funds to the PA as long as
its parliament is controlled by Hamas. The
Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 200S,
introduced by Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
(a Florida Republican) and Tom Lantos (a
California Democrat), would strengthen
the ban on direct aid and prohibit indirect
assistance to the PA until the president cer-
tifies that it is not controlled by terrorists
and the party takes measures such as fight-
ing terrorism and recognizing Israel.

The international community has been
giving vast sums to the PA, hoping for
Palestinian self-sufficiency and peace.
Many sources have reported that the aid
has fueled corruption and terror, with only
a small portion set aside for development.
And yet the funding didn’t stop`in part
because the international community
feared what might happen if the tap were
suddenly turned off.

The Hamas victory has forced this
debate, and raised new issues about such
funding. European diplomats have begun
discussing the option of routing develop-
ment funds through the network of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs)

involved in human rights and humanitarian
work. But this seems too easy`laundering
funds through NGOs simply cloaks the real
question: does the global community support
terrorism?  

If the answer is no, then distinctions
between NGOs (which have been involved in
political campaigns in the past) and the PA are
merely camouflage.

If the world is serious about anti-terrorism
and peace in the Middle East, it must not blur
lines. Terrorism, in any form and region, is
unacceptable. It cannot be condoned; funding
a Hamas-led government without significant
policy changes is a green light for those tar-
geting civilians, kidnapping humanitarian
relief workers, and supporting terrorism. The
Palestinian people have every right to choose
their leaders. And the international communi-
ty has every right not to support them.

Rebecca Leicht (MIA1) advised on Middle
East policy as a legislative assistant in Congress.

The Middle East has put the Western
world in a quandary. The proponents

of democracy have been surprised, or
rather, shocked, by their own creation ever
since Hamas registered a convincing victo-
ry in the Palestinian elections on January
25. Recent rhetoric about halting funding to
the new Palestinian government is a reflec-
tion of the dilemma faced by the West,
which wishes to establish democracy but
shies away from its repercussions. Hamas’
victory is not surprising to anyone who is
aware of the plight of the Palestinians
under the corrupt and maladroit rule of the
Fatah party for the past decade.
Threatening to stop the flow of aid for the
functioning of the Palestinian administra-
tion is a myopic perspective with which to
view a complex historical problem. The
current situation represents a window of
opportunity to alleviate the suffering of a
marginalized population and create incen-
tives for peaceful engagement.

The world needs to recognize that one of
the major reasons for Hamas’ victory was
its adherence to its objectives. Hence, an
attempt by the U.S. government to induce
an about-face by threatening to cut off
funding is likely to create new problems.

First, there is the issue of internal securi-
ty. Without money to pay its security
forces and other trained militia, the risks
of civil violence increase exponentially.

Second, from the point of view of inter-
national security, withholding funds will
prompt Hamas to look for money from
extremist Islamic nations, a process that is
already under way. As the world grapples
with security issues such as Iran’s nuclear
program, the transfer of funds from these
sources to a fledgling democracy will only
create uncertainty and fear. Hamas has
opposed conditional funds offered by the
West that require the party to alter its man-
ifesto by accepting the State of Israel and
renouncing violence. However, Hamas
would be nalve to believe that other sources
of funds will come without strings attached. 

The international community needs to
broker a prolonged ceasefire between Israel
and Palestine to achieve any improvement
in the lives of Palestinians. Hamas cannot
be seen as renouncing its cause for an
Islamic state, but will not be criticized for
negotiating a large development program in
exchange for an extended cease fire.

The international funding community
should take advantage of the social net-
works created by Hamas and give them
momentum. By showing its willingness to
support this aspect of Hamas’ cause, not
only will the West improve Palestinian
lives, it will also give credibility to its com-

mitment to democracy and demonstrate its
sincerity to the rest of the Muslim world.

Another oft-stated solution is to increase
accountability for the use of disbursed
funds by increasing monitoring and ear-
marking funds for infrastructure such as
roads, schools, universities and hospitals.
Alternatively, the international community
could limit direct disbursements and
increase aid chanelled through international

NGOs and development agencies. But con-
cerns about laundering and diversion of
funds remain, and it will be up to the collec-
tive expertise of the international lending
community to preempt such events.

A major reason behind the underdevelop-
ment of the Palestinian economy is the
physical and artificial trade barriers
imposed by Israel. The greatest help the
Arab world and neighboring countries can
offer the Palestinians is to increase econom-
ic ties with them. A Palestine that is not
dependent on Israel as a major economic
partner has a better chance of achieving
economic and social development.

Last, international security watchdogs
and funding agencies should, in an unbi-
ased manner, penalize either party if it
defaults on the understandings that each
worked so hard to establish.

Anmol Vanamali (MIA1), an IFP concen-
trator, is interested in crisis management. 
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Identity Politics:Obstacles to T5rkeyCs E; De0bershiE
Continued from Page 1
million will decrease by 25 million
by 2050. Turkey could fill this gap
with its secular, democratic labor
force. And with growing concern
over Western dependence on
Middle Eastern oil and rising oil
prices, Turkey is a key country in
providing Caspian oil through the
Baku-Tbil is i -Ceyhan pipeline.
Turkish membership would give
the EU secure access to Caspian oil
that doesn’t cross Russian territory.

However, Europe seems reluc-
tant to embrace Turkey. Unlike pre-
vious members, Turkey is being
asked to prove its “Europeanness.”
This notion was never an issue in
the previous enlargement rounds
because none of the then members
questioned the historical, cultural
or religious backgrounds of the
candidate countries (all Christian).

The applicants were seen as
“European,” regardless of race,
religion, economy, or history. 

That’s perhaps why Germany’s
projected 2014 population of b2
million does not scare the EU, but
Turkey’s population does. Perhaps
it also explains why Turkey has to
negotiate each chapter of the
acquis with every member state
separately, rather than with the EU
as a body, as all previous members
did. The French and Dutch rejec-
tion of the constitution were partly
based on Turkish-centric concerns.
Moreover, France allowing its peo-
ple to decide whether to accept new
member states after 2007, regard-
less of their successful completion
of the accession talks, is another
anti-Turkish political maneuver.

However, while Turkey’s identity
is the greatest barrier to its accep-

tance by the EU, identity is the very
issue that should motivate the EU
to embrace Turkey`a country
whose cultural and religious diver-
sity is an asset in the post-9g11
world. The security issues of the
globalized world are increasingly
exposing Europe to the problems of
the Middle East. The days when
Turkey served as a buffer zone
between a prosperous Europe and a
chaotic Middle East are long gone.
The bombings of British targets in
Istanbul in 2003, the current
Muhammad cartoon controversy,
Iranian nuclear efforts and al-
raeda terrorist attacks all over
Europe confirm this fact.

Turkey, being a mostly Muslim,
secular, democratic country, will
give the EU leverage to deal with
the security problems of the Middle
East. For instance, Turkish Prime

Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
proposed to act as an intermediary
between Hamas and Israel during
the World Economic Forum. This
initiative would have been more
effective had it come from the
prime minister of an EU state.
Moreover, Turkey’s strong histori-
cal ties with the Turkic states of the
Caucasus and its emerging status as
an energy transit country will
enable Europe to have a stronger
say in the region. 

The EU needs Turkey’s assis-
tance.  

For Washington, Turkey’s EU
membership serves two purposes.
EU membership will be the guaran-
tee of Turkey’s western orientation.
And, notwithstanding the current
cooling of relations due to the Iraq
war, Turkey is its long-standing
strategic partner. Thus, U.S. lever-

age in the EU will increase if
Turkey becomes a member. 

Turkey’s membership is
inevitable, despite current impedi-
ments. Given that its expected eco-
nomic development might not be
enough to build the necessary
bridges between the European and
Turkish societies in the coming
decade, Turkey and the EU must
find ways of achieving a cultural
rapprochement.

In order to realize this goal,
Turkey must implement the politi-
cal liberalization that EU member-
ship requires and emphasize its
potential contribution to the west-
ern world as a Muslim, secular and
democratic EU state.

Yigit Sipahi (MIA2), an ISP con-
centrator, is the President of the
“Turkish Initiative” student group.
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A supporter of Mahmoud Abbas holds up an election poster at a rally in Ramallah on Jan. 7, 2005. Abbas,
commonly known as Abu Mazen, was elected President of the Palestinian National Authority two days
later. In Palestine’s recent parliamentary elections, Abbas’s party, Fatah, lost to the militant party Hamas.



If the news is anything to go by,
Africa is a “dark continent” riddled
with civil conflict, poverty, corrupt
politicians and AIDS. 

But an increasingly vociferous
wave of enterprising bi-continental
journalists and leaders is question-
ing prevailing U.S. media coverage
of Africa, which they consider
stereotypical and irresponsible.

One such enterprising journalist
is former CNN reporter Carol
Pineau, whose award-winning 55-
minute documentary Africa: Open
for Business highlights numerous
examples of newsworthy African
issues and perspectives that jour-
nalists often ignore. 

Funded by the World Bank and
screened at the Cannes Film
Festival in France, the film chroni-
cles the day-to-day activities of 10
successful African entrepreneurs in
as many countries, including a
Kenyan businessman who exports
40 tons of flowers every night to
the U.K. and a Nigerian middle-
class housewife-turned-business-
woman who is the CEO of one of
West Africa’s most popular chil-
dren’s garment companies.  

Said Pineau, “The issue to me
was to show a different Africa, an
Africa that I knew was there, that
anyone who has been there knows
exists, but is never shown in the
media.” Speaking  in an interview
with allAfrica.com, she added,
“Have you ever seen Africans in
love? We show Africans as if they
have no love life. We don’t show
them having any family life, no
civic life. We show an Africa that is
void of any economic life. I wanted
to show that Africa is as complex
as America, as Europe, as every-
where else, and not this one-dimen-
sional caricature... After years of
doing reports on AIDS and wars
and things that no one seemed to
care about, I thought, what do

Americans like? They like money.
So let’s do money.”

Speaking at the recent
International Press Institute’s annu-
al World Congress, Rwandan
President Paul Kagame challenged
the media to “prove the prophets of
doom wrong.” 

He said, “One of the reasons why
Africa has not been able to attract
enough foreign direct investment...
is the constant negative reporting. I
urge you to play your role, not
merely as watchdogs and whistle-
blowers, but as advocates and edu-
cators in our joint venture to make

Africa, and the rest of the world, a
better place.”

So pervasive and convincing are
these negative pictures of Africa,
however, that many foreigners sim-
ply cannot imagine the continent
any other way. For instance, the
bird flu outbreak in Nigeria in
January, the famine in East Africa,
the discovery of corrupt politicians
in Kenya and the renewed conflict
in the Ivory Coast dominated U.S.
news coverage of Africa.

Lost in this coverage was the
grossly under-reported but notable
recent release of Goldman Sachs’

“Global Economic Paper,” which
forecasts that between 2005 and
2050, Nigeria will be the fastest
growing economy in the world.
The report predicts that if current
reforms are sustained, Nigeria will
emerge as the strongest economy in
Africa, superseding South Africa
and Egypt. By 2020 it will be one
of the 25 largest world economies
and, by 2025, one of the 20 largest. 

A week prior, Fitch and Standard
and Poor’s Ratings announced that
Nigeria had been upgraded to a BB
sovereign credit rating.  This places
the Nigerian economy in the same

category as those of Brazil,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Turkey,
Ukraine and Venezuela. 

The list of under-reported topics
is long. For instance, in the last
decade, the Ghana Stock Exchange
(GSE) has consistently been one of
the highest-performing markets in
the world. In 2003, the GSE report-
ed a 144 percent index return, mak-
ing it the number one market in the
world that year. According to the
U.N., Internet and cell phone use is
growing faster in Africa than any-
where in the world. In 2004,
African economies appreciated by
more than 5 percent, their biggest
growth in eight years.   

Botswana, with an A-plus
sovereign credit rating, boasts one
of the highest per capita govern-
ment savings rates in the world,
surpassed only by Singapore and a
smattering of fiscally prudent
European nations. Transparency
International also lists Botswana in
the top 10 of the least corrupt
nations in the world. 

“So why isn’t money flooding
into Botswana?” asked Pineau.
“It’s because the image of Africa is
coast-to-coast violence and may-
hem, interspersed by a few animal
parks. So where am I supposed to
send my investment money? Am I
supposed to send it to an animal
park?”

Ultimately, Pineau believes it is
not only the press’s relationship to
Africa that is problematic. “It’s not
just the media,” she said. “It’s our
entire cultural perception. From the
time that we are little children we
are told, sEat everything on your
plate, there’s starving children in
Africa.’ Everything reinforces the
sdark continent.’”

Remi Bello (MIA1) founded The
Africa Institute, a non-profit that
builds awareness of Africa.

Continued from Page 1
ty of whom come from the poorest
parts of the country, believe that
Préval will be able to bring
progress to Haiti, where insecurity
characterizes every aspect of life.
Impassioned supporters from the
slums of the capital took to the
streets to fight for Préval’s win and
celebrate his victory. Despite long
hours waiting for election officials
to provide ballots and open voting
stations, incorrect voting lists and
queues that stretched for blocks,
Haiti’s public, determined to vote,
turned out and elected Préval. 

Now the new president will have
to step up to the great challenges
his country presents and put securi-
ty as a top priority. Cité Soleil, the
largest and most dangerous slum in
the capital, Port-au-Prince, has
been increasingly cited as the cen-
ter of the violence and crime that
plague the nation. Every day, 10 to
30 kidnappings are reported, not to
mention the abduction of a busload
of elementary school children last
December. These kidnappings are
said to be economically motivated
and carried out by gang members
from Cité Soleil. Reportedly, more
than 32 gangs are active there. 

The new president is firm about
ending the violence that haunts
Haiti’s slums. In an interview with

The Miami Herald, he said: “We
have to take police action against
criminals at the same time there has
to be massive social investment in
Cité Soleil. To give work to people
to better the social situation, that
will isolate the criminals because
now the criminals use (their spoils)
to aid the population.”

But Haitian gang violence is not a
problem that has developed within
Haiti’s borders alone. In 199S, the
United States passed the Anti-
Terrorist Act, which dramatically
increased the annual number of
deportations. The act states that any
“criminal alien,” a non-U.S. citizen
convicted of aggravated felony or a
drug offence, is now automatically
deported after serving his or her
sentence in an American jail. The
act is also retroactive, which means
that a foreign-born American resi-
dent who committed a minor crime
20 years ago is as likely to be
deported as a serial killer. As a
result, Haitians living in the United
States and Canada are deported to
Haiti by the hundreds each year.
Some say that these deportees are
importing American gang culture
when they return to Haiti.

The deportations aggravate an
insecure and unstable society.
Donna De Cesare, an American
photographer who has documented

gang violence in Haiti, said that
“The unintended effect of the U.S.
laws will be to undermine local
efforts to protect the human rights
of street children and marginalized
adolescents.” 

Fritz Longchamp, Haitian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, said
that addressing the deportee issue
should be the top priority for the
new government, especially since
the United States recently
increased the deportation rate. He
said that the issue is getting worse
with every planeload of deportees
arriving at Port-au-Prince’s airport. 

“It’s having a terrible impact on
Haiti. These deportees are respon-
sible for an increase in acts of vio-
lence in this country,” Longchamp said. 
Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine, director
of Fondasyon Mapou, an organiza-
tion that promotes sustainable
development, human rights and the
protection of the environment, said
in an interview with The Miami
Herald: “The criminals that they
are deporting were not raised in
Haiti. They didn’t learn to become
criminals in Haiti. They learned
those delinquent behaviors in the
U.S. or in Canada.”

Critics say that it is too easy to
make deportees the scapegoats for
the social problems caused by a
failing economy, the inability of the

U.N. to provide security and dis-
arm the various armed groups, and
the use of Haiti as a transfer point
for cocaine moving from Colombia
to the United States. 

At the Second International
Symposium on the Future of
Democracy and Development in
Haiti, held in Atlanta, Georgia last
July, policy experts, scholars, civil
and human rights organizations,
representatives of political parties,
and constituencies across the

Haitian political spectrum called
for a suspension of deportations to
Haiti until the February 200S tran-
sition to a new government. They
also encouraged the U.S. govern-
ment to support and fund a “re-
socializationgreintegration” pro-
gram for deportees.

Ambassador Colin Granderson,
head of the joint civilian U.N.-
Organization of American States
human rights observer mission in
Haiti, remarked on the irony of the
situation. “On one hand, the United
States is worried about the stability
of Haiti,” he said. “But at the same
time they burden the country with
derailed people who have no place
in Haitian society.”

There is no doubt that Préval has
his hands full. Many Haitians, par-
ticularly impoverished slum resi-
dents, fought hard to get him in
power and anxiously await his
leadership. 

The new president told the BBC,
“I am happy but I feel the pressure
from people’s expectations. There
is a lot of poverty. We will have to
work very hard and have to explain
the difficult issues... But,” he con-
tinued, “(the people) will understand.”   

Carinne Meyer (MIA1) did field
research as part of a research team
in Port-au-Prince in December.
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Pr?valA Power to the People in Haiti

Clockwise, from top left: qimbabwe Stock Exchange in Harare, 199b; Cairo Stock Exchange, 2005; Stock Exchange
building in Johannesburg, South Africa, 193b; Famine in Ethiopa, 2002. (Note: The AP subscriber website, from where
the editors get photographs, has images of stock exchanges for only three countries in Africa; there are, however, hun-
dreds of images about AIDS, famine, drought, sports, conflict, riots, music, artisans and cattle.)
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Go2rnalists Diss The Dark Hith Africa
News Analysis by Remi Bello
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This little Haitian girl said that
while the best part of her day was
going to school, the worst was
hearing gunshots at night and see-
ing fights in the streets.



At a time when war casualties in Iraq are
common, the recent abduction of freelance
journalist Jill Carroll and the injury of ABC
anchor Bob Woodruff serve as painful
reminders that soldiers in combat are not the
only ones getting hurt. 

With connections already in place with
their audiences, journalists who get hurt in
war zones put a human face on civilian casu-
alties. Yet their “reporter” status can’t always
protect them from danger.

Woodruff, who recently replaced anchor
Peter Jennings on ABC’s World News
Tonight, happened to be in the wrong place at
the wrong time. Woodruff and his camera-
man, Doug Vogt, were wounded when their
U.S.-Iraqi military convoy was hit with an
explosive device in Taji, about 12 miles north
of Baghdad. 

Three weeks earlier, Carroll, a freelance
journalist for The Christian Science Monitor,
was kidnapped and her translator shot as she
came from interviewing a Sunni politician.
Her captors are currently using her as a bar-
gaining tool to achieve a political end: the
release of all female Iraqi prisoners. If their
demands aren’t met by February 2S, they
claim they will kill her.

In a video that was released to the Al-
Jazeera television network at the end of
January, Carroll pleaded for everyone to
meet her abductors’ demands.

Richard Bergenheim, the editor of the
newspaper she worked for, said in a state-
ment: “It is always difficult to see someone
speaking under coercion and under these cir-
cumstances.” 

Carroll’s kidnapping closely resembles the
kidnapping of Wall Street Journal reporter

Daniel Pearl, who was killed by his abduc-
tors in Pakistan in 2002. These attacks and
kidnappings represent a considerable
increase in the targeting of journalists.  

Previously, journalists were considered
impartial observers and separate from the
war. Today, many battlefields, including Iraq,
don’t discriminate between journalists and
soldiers. According to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, an organization that
tracks violence against reporters around the
world, SS journalists were killed over the
course of the Vietnam War, between 1955

and 1975; 79 journalists and media assistants
have been killed since the start of the war in
Iraq in March 2003, according to Reporters
Without Borders, an international organiza-
tion dedicated to freedom of the press and
journalist safety. That’s an increase of rough-
ly 700 percent in the yearly death toll.

Despite the danger, journalists continue to
flock to the scene of battle hoping to commu-
nicate the realities of war to their audiences
at home.  

“A lot of people covering these things feel
it’s a story that should be told,” said Tom

Lansner, a SIPA professor who teaches
Conflict and War Reporting. Lansner should
know: he reported from several war zones
including Uganda, Eritrea, Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan, Cambodia, the Philippines and
southern and east Africa. “It might be a story
that needs to be told for different reasons. At
some moments, it’s a story that needs to be
told because no one else is covering it.”

Nevertheless, it is difficult to gauge the
extent of the violence in regions like Iraq and
Darfur because of the dangers of getting to
these places and meeting credible sources
once you are there, said Lansner.

Even in times of peace, local journalists in
countries with high censorship have an even
more difficult time than foreign correspon-
dents`especially when they report unfavor-
ably on their governments. Journalists are
routinely imprisoned and sometimes killed in
China and Iran at the slightest indication of
an anti-government stance.

In its 2005 analysis, the Committee to
Protect Journalists stated that China, Cuba,
Eritrea and Ethiopia “are the world’s leading
jailers of journalists.” These nations account-
ed for two-thirds of the 125 editors, writers
and photographers who were imprisoned.  

Journalists are fighting a multi-front war to
get the story from an unwilling government
or a war zone. But for every journalist
imprisoned or kidnapped, there are class-
rooms full of journalism students waiting for
their chance to chase the big story.

Rachel Makabi (MIA1) is concentrating in
International Finance & Policy. Prior to
SIPA, she worked in the licensing department
of a Los Angeles toy company.

“The difference between an optimist and
an idiot,” said Senator Cristovam Buarque of
Brazil during his recent visit to SIPA, “is that
the optimist never says how long it will take
for his ideas to become reality.”

Buarque, who is running for president in
Brazil’s October election, was at SIPA from
January 19 to February 2 to deliver a series
of three lectures on the country’s economic,
social and political outlook.

Buarque knows as well as anyone how
long it takes for big ideas to translate into
meaningful change. His plan to revolutionize
Brazilian education`Bolsa Escola, or
“school fund”`has been more than 12 years
in the making. However, what began as a
risky foray into politics when Buarque was
an economics professor and chancellor at the
University of Brasília has grown into one of
the most talked-about ideas in the developing
world. Kofi Annan brought Bolsa Escola to
the attention of education policy-makers
worldwide in 2000; Bill Clinton name-
dropped it in his 2004 memoir; and a World
Bank report released last December said
Bolsa Escola had “benefited millions of
Brazilian school-aged children” and “served
as a source of inspiration” to countries that
have used it as a model for programs of their
own, from Argentina to Bangladesh.

The idea is simple: kids who drop out of
school are a burden to society. Some turn to
delinquency; others become low-wage work-
ers in the informal sector, wasting potential
human capital. Very few grow up to add as
much to society as they would have if they’d
finished school. Buarque, thinking like a true
economist, decided to estimate how much it
costs when children from low-income fami-
lies drop out of school. He developed a
model, collected data and came up with a
number equal to about half of Brazil’s annu-
alized minimum wage per child per year.

Buarque decided that the best thing to do
was to spend exactly that much money keep-
ing those kids in school. In 1994, he ran for
governor of Brasília, promising to pay half a
month’s minimum wage to the mother (only

the mother) of any child from a low-income
family who missed two or less days of school
in a month. He won the election, implement-
ed his plan and three years later had
decreased the truancy rate by 95 percent. The
drop was so significant that his program was
soon being copied around the world.

But when it comes to big ideas, Buarque,
who turned S2 last week, is just getting
warmed up. His head is packed so full of new
poverty reduction schemes and innovative
approaches to understanding development
that he barely had time to mention Bolsa

Escola during his SIPA lecture series.
“Buarque has a great appeal to SIPA,” said

Professor Thomas Trebat of the Institute of
Latin American Studies (ILAS). “He is the
same Renaissance kind of person that SIPA
students tend to be. He combines idealism,
social theory and moral values.”

“He’d be a fish out of water at the B-
School,” Trebat added.

Speaking to a room full of students and
professors, Buarque looked every bit the
eager intellectual: he paced about in a
sweater vest and spectacles, made enthusias-

tic use of the blackboard and gestured excit-
edly whenever the speed of his thoughts out-
paced his schoolbook English.

Buarque is obsessed with the problem of
closing the gap between Brazil’s rich and
poor classes. Brazil is the eighth largest
economy in the world; it also has one of the
world’s most unequal income distributions.
By one measure (the gini coefficient), it is
the fifth most unequal country, after
Namibia, Botswana, Central African
Republic and Swaziland. Buarque is building
his presidential campaign around the idea

that this divide must be dramatically reduced
in order for Brazil to move forward.

But he doesn’t limit his diagnosis of
inequality’s dangerous social symptoms to
his home country. Buarque has developed a
thesis that encompasses the entire globe.

“During the Cold War, the countries of the
world were separated by an iron curtain,”
said Buarque. “Today, we have instead a gold
curtain. Each country is now cut apart, and
the wealthy classes...have more in common
with each other than with the poor of their
own countries.”

Professor Albert Fishlow, Director of
ILAS, said that this international focus is
what made Buarque’s presentations intrigu-
ing. “His attempts to contextualize his ideas
within globalization were the most innova-
tive aspect (of the lectures),” Fishlow said.

But whether Buarque can turn these theo-
ries into a significant run for the presidency
is an open question.

“He runs at one to two percent (in polls),”
said Fishlow. “He has no chance.” But, he
added, the free television airtime given to
presidential candidates will enable Buarque
to expose a national audience to his ideas.

And that may be exactly the point.
Buarque’s voting base might be small, but he
has no shortage of plans to shake up
Brazilian politics`from enacting an “educa-
tion responsibility law” to match Brazil’s fis-
cal responsibility law, to “unmigrating” the
urban poor by creating housing and jobs for
them in rural areas, to kicking mayors out of
politics if they fail to meet targets for educa-
tion and social services.

Buarque also has the benefit of political
credibility at a time when some of Brazil’s
most powerful politicians are staggering to
recover from a year of corruption scandals.
Buarque served just one year as education
minister in President Luis Inmcio Lula da
Silva’s government before an apparent
falling out with key figures in the administra-
tion led to his resignation in 2003. In what
may have been the most fortunate move of
his political career, Buarque left before a
wave of corruption scandals engulfed the
administration in 2005.

Buarque has since quit the ruling Workers’
Party and is running for president as part of
the smaller Democratic Labor Party.

Ultimately, he acknowledged that his cam-
paign will not be about winning. “I’m not
looking for a percent in the election,”
Buarque said at his final SIPA lecture. “I
think the idea is just to bring ideas.”

Joshua Berger (MIA1) worked in education
as a Peace Corps volunteer before SIPA.
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The Filling 4ields in IraG:Targeting Ho5rnalists 
By Rachel Makabi
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Above: Family members of Ahmed Wael Bakri mourn during his funeral in Baghdad, Iraq,
June 2005. Bakri, who worked for Iraqi televison station al-Sharqiya, was shot when he
allegedly drove near a passing U.S. military convoy. Front page: mourners carry the casket
of Reuters journalist Waleed Khaled during his funeral procession in Baghdad, Aug. 2005.
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Brazil’s Senator Cristovam Buarque declared his intent to enter the 200S presidential race
during his recent visit to SIPA. Buarque was education minister from Jan. 2003-Feb. 2004. 
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By Joshua Berger



I haven’t seen the cartoons, but
the concept seems mildly funny. I
can picture millions chuckling to
themselves as they acknowledge
the low-balled message, and as
they recognize the courage of, at
worst, an immature racist artist or
at best, a personal cultural state-
ment, albeit irresponsibly con-
ceived and foolishly published.

But it’s not funny anymore`just
deadly. Don’t get me wrong. One
can be outraged by the public dese-
cration of something sacred. One
can appeal, protest, or boycott in
order to express such sentiment.

But one can’t kill, desecrate
property or hijack people’s hearts
and minds to advance an agenda of
ignorance and hate as some Iranian
and Syrian protesters are doing. 

The hijackers are the usual sus-
pects: defiant, clever, ruthless lead-
ers of fringe perspectives`dicta-
tors and extremists. The hostages
are a few innocent bystanders: the
peaceful essence of Islam, the past
faults of Christianity and Judaism,
and the ordinary, moderate
Muslims and Middle Easterners
around the globe. The opinion of
one artist, in one newspaper, can
mobilize millions to express hate.
The one thing the haters have in
common is their selfishness, which
perverts their social consciousness. 

As thousands take to the streets to
protest, the mere fact that they are
protesting makes them feel
unneglected. Ironically, it is a
Western, democratic audience that
they seek, to avoid slipping back to
their ignored place in world affairs.
I believe that it is for this reason
that so many Muslims, disillu-
sioned with the indifferent world
they live in, have taken to the
streets to plunder and murder.

Ultimately, depicting the prophet
in such a silly manner amounted to
tossing a match into a powder keg.
But the right to such stupidity is
integral to the foundation of
Western democratic society.
Freedom of expression is an indis-
pensable part of liberty.

It is the advancement of civiliza-
tion that the radical few in the
Middle East badly wish to stunt.
But they will fail. Democracy is on
the march, and the parades will
eventually embrace both the sacred
and the profane. There will be vio-
lence, though we learn that vio-
lence achieves little. It only
reminds us of our mortality.

The battle isn’t about free press.
It’s about our relationship with the
freedoms of thought and expres-
sion. Ideas don’t scare people; it’s
the manner of interpretation of
those ideas that can be frightening.

The extremists in the Middle East
are strategically equating demo-
cratic principles with all the risks
of independent thought. They have
politicized the battle. At this time,
moderate minds in the United
States, Europe and the Middle East
must turn within to understand that
which occurs without. The debate
about social integration must be
reopened, because the racism
Muslims experience in Europe is
no different from the racism still
fostered toward Hispanics, blacks,
and, to a lesser extent, Asians.

Social integration and a society’s
willingness to compromise its ide-
als are at the core of the internal
clashes that must be resolved. And
if the debate cannot take place in
the public sphere, of which certain
Islamic radicals disapprove, the
human race risks breeding a psy-
chological oppression that ulti-
mately endangers all human civi-
lization. 

Who’s willing to pay that price?

Victoria’s Secret turns a sexy
profit during Valentine’s Day, but
not just because their products are
in high demand. They are one of
many private corporations using
prison labor to conserve production
costs and maximize profits. 

Yes, it’s true. Slavery is still legal
in the so-called “land of the free.”
How could this possibly be hap-
pening? The short answer is: the
13th Amendment, which states:
“Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment
for crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United Statesp”
This means that it is completely
legal to use prisoners of American
corrections facilities to work for
little or no pay.

Although slavery in which
humans are bought and sold as
property was abolished in the
course of the Civil War, a new form
of slave labor was allowed to
begin. During this time, there was a
sharp increase in black convicts,
and the codes previously governing
the lives of slaves were rewritten as
the “Black Codes.” The result was
the development of the convict-
lease system whereby plantation
owners and businessmen paid the
state for control over the convicts,
using them for unpaid labor. By the
1930s, this system was abolished,
making it illegal for the private
sector to profit from this labor.
Instead, it was the state that bene-
fited during this time, shackling
groups of black, immigrant and
poor white convicts for purposes of
building public roads and high-
ways. Although these “chain
gangs” ceased to exist by the
1950s, prison activists failed to end
the slave conditions of prisoner
work programs. 

But how does slavery translate to
this day and age? The long answer
is: it’s all part of the relationship

between capital accumulation, cor-
porate globalization and a judicial
system that discriminates against
the poor and people of color. In the
1970s, changes in the global econ-
omy encouraged the state to again
allow the private sector to get a
piece of the prison labor pie.
Today, many American-made
products, from license plates and
shoes to furniture, blue jeans, auto
parts and electronics, are manufac-
tured by U.S. prisoners for little or
no pay in both state and privately-
owned prisons. 

Prison administrators claim that
inmates work voluntarily and are
paid for such work. What they fail
to mention is that in California, to
take one example, b0 percent of a
prisoner’s minimum wage salary
(h5.75 per hour) is docked by the
state. After the prisoner purchases
toothpaste, phone cards and medi-
cal treatment, little is left of the
remaining h1.15. Many prisoners
make much less, and some earn
nothing at all. Prison officials also
do not say that prisoners who
refuse to work are labeled “unco-
operative” and risk the loss of time
off for “good behavior,” as well as
basic “privileges” such as access to
library books.   

What does this have to do with
corporate globalization? Well,
transnational corporations (TNCs),
seeking to accumulate more capital
by expanding their markets, move
their production processes to
“developing” countries, exploit
impoverished people in sweat-
shops, and leave once there is an
attempt to unionize. Meanwhile,
the U.S. working poor`facing
racial and class discrimination and
having little, if any, access to the
institutions that will give them the
new skills and education they need
to obtain legitimate jobs`work in
the black market so they can make
a living wage. Once convicted for

committing economic “crimes,”
this largely black, brown and poor
population receives very long
prison terms courtesy of the judi-
cial system’s enforcement of the
prejudiced American legal system.
The growing prison population and
the increased construction of peni-
tentiaries are justified to the
American taxpayer via the   corpo-
rate media and entertainment sys-
tems which air shows like Cops
and sensationalize stories that lead
the public to believe that most con-
victs are dangerous individuals
who have committed random acts
of evil. With a large, controlled
labor force, TNCs need not provide
wages, health insurance, vacation
pay, sick leave or overtime, or be
concerned with the threat of union-
ization. TNCs can now competi-
tively manufacture products as
they do in developing countries
with the added benefit of having
the “Made in the USA” label. 

Whew! (Let’s not forget that this
also allows our Economics profes-
sors to claim that the natural rate of
unemployment has historically
only been 5 percent.)

So the next time you are planning
a special evening with a loved one,
it might be a good idea to do a bit
of research before wielding your
consumer power. Prison labor
panties can definitely put a damper
on the romance. 

For more info on prison slave
labor and the corporations that
profit from it, visit
www.prisonactivist.orggprison-
laborgsources.
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By Vincent Villano Communiqué’s expert in relation-
ships, mental health, etiquette,
humanitarian aid, UN procedure
and personal hygiene helps SIPA
students with their personal diffi-
culties. Send your queries to Annie
Thing at communiqueucolumbia.edu.

Dear Annie,
I’m an MIA student, but some-

times I don’t think I’m cool enough
for SIPA. If you don’t speak four
languages or haven’t spent three
years liaising with organic coffee
growers in Kenya, where do you fit in? 

Not Cool from North Dakota

Dear NC from ND,
As cosmopolitan and worldly as

SIPA students seem, peel away a
couple of layers and you might find
that many of these attractive, intel-
ligent and well-heeled individuals
are culturally and professionally
confused misfits. Future lawyers
go to law school, doctors to med
school, but what about the people
who are interested in international
things and kind of want to help other
people and think they might want
to do consulting or maybe, like, some

kind of development work some-
where? Where do they go? SIPA!

Think about it`what propels
Americans to leave their suburban
lives, join the Peace Corps and live
in a yurt? Why would the
Mongolian ambassador’s son leave
one of five mansions in his country
to share a hovel at the I-House? Is
leaving your family to tromp
across the globe really hip?

I know it seems hard to live up to
the person who announces on the
first day of class that what really
inspired them to study human
rights was the month they spent in
jail in southern Burma, but don’t
worry: to many at SIPA, Fargo is
more exotic than the rainforest they
trekked through last summer. So go
ahead`embrace and revel in your
Midwestern coolness; you might
be more original than you think.

That’s all for this issue, kids!  Keep
those letters coming!

Annie Thing (MIA2) is a state cer-
tified primal scream therapist and
herbal acupuncturist in the state
of Oregon.
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By Jad Najjar

I always used to think online dat-
ing seemed sort of cheesy. Then I
joined Match.com. It was a melan-
choly Saturday night. My plans for
the evening had fallen through. My
love interest of several months had
come clean and told me he had a
girlfriend. One of my friends had
gotten engaged. And I was bored.

Like many dating sites, Match
required me to complete a profile
of my interests, values, appearance
and the qualities of my ideal date.
Most members write long, glowing
descriptions with exacting specifi-
cations; I kept mine short and dry.
After uploading a few pictures of
myself, I was ready to begin my
adventures in online dating.

I entered my search terms (“I am
a FEMALE seeking MALES in
NEW YORK”), and screen after
screen of men materialized. I
selected two promising candidates
and added them to my “favorites.”
Maybe I’d work up the nerve to
send them an e-mail or a “wink”
(an e-mail with my picture and profile).

In the first three weeks of my
Match membership, I received 9S
e-mails and b7 winks, arranged
four dates and went out on one.
Based on these experiences, I can
offer the following conclusions:

Online dating is ridiculously
cheesy. I received too many e-mails
from men with screen names like
ClassyGentleGent, Luv2MkU-
Smile and SeekerofGems. I usually
deleted these without so much as
glancing at the profiles. Topping
the cake was PoeticMaxRomantic,
whose 20-line love poem opened:

I saw ur beautiful face and imag-
ined it against the flora of a moon-
lit beach,
the palm trees softly whisping in
the gentle breeze,
ur eyes lighting up the stars with
sparkles...

It got lewder from there.
Other cheeseballs took the ques-

tionnaire approach to flirting. One
said that, due to my short profile,
he wasn’t “too sure” about me;
would I answer the following ques-

tions? “If you were a Disney
princess, which one would you be?
Team Aniston or Team Jolie?” Etc.

I couldn’t resist firing off a curt
response: “If dating were as simple
as filling out a questionnaire, I
wouldn’t be on this site. Sorry.” 

Some men, however, do not take
no (or no response) for an answer.
One unappealing suitor (who, judg-
ing by his pictures, had Glamour
Shots taken for his profile) persist-
ed with this make-my-skin-crawl
message: “Haven’t heard back
from you... playing hard to get,
already?! Nice... I love it. Though,
a gentle reminder`you’re sup-
posed to play hard to get after we
meet, not before, silly :).” Another
man, from the nearby state of
Texas, sent me two pleading e-
mails before concluding that I was-
n’t interested in a long-distance relation-
ship with someone I’d never met. 

Among the more attractive men
on online dating sites, cockiness
prevails. At the other end of the
spectrum, JJJ309, the only respon-
dent I could imagine dating, sent
me a few nice, open-ended e-
mails`but never asked me out.

Men don’t read the profiles. I
received e-mails from middle-aged
men who clearly hadn’t read my
desired age range (25-35). Topping
the charts at 52, Barry`a dead
ringer for Dustin Hoffman in Rain
Man`e-mailed to say that he thought
we had “a lot in common.” (Like
the fact that I could be his daughter?)

Still, plenty of decent people
engage in online dating. I exchanged a
number of e-mails with several
interesting and genuine guys. But
after one disappointing coffee date,
I never worked myself up to going
out with anyone else. 

Most importantly, I concluded
after three short weeks as a Match
member that online dating is not
for me. But I harbor no grudges.
While the web may not hold the
cure to my occasional cravings for
romance, it did afford me the cer-
tainty of knowing that of the thou-
sands of bachelors in Manhattan,
there are at least 100 of them that I
am certain I want nothing to do with.

()*ent-res 0n 1n20ne 3at0ng
By Sandra Hernandez
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